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DEAN’S INTRODUCTION

Deans Introduction
As incoming Dean, I have been very fortunate to inherit the
fruits of the labours of my predecessor Professor Max Ryan.
Professor Ryan, who was selected as Dean after a long period
of involvement with the Board and Faculty as an examiner and
Board member will formally leave the Board this year. He has had
many significant achievements for the Faculty and Irish Radiology
in general, for which we give him thanks. Dr John Feeney has
had a very significant first term on the Board, finishing up as
Honorary Treasurer. His work on Open Disclosure and the Quality
Improvement program will be of key importance in years to come.
Dr Carol McGibney has also finished her first term as one of the
Radiation Oncology Representatives. We thank her for her work,
especially her contributions to training and the Annual Scientific
Meeting. Dr Julie O’Brien has had to step down early from the
Board after only one year, but we thank her for her work and wish
her and her new baby Elizabeth all the best.
Dr Niall Sheehy,

Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
The Faculty Officers this year were Dr Peter Kanavagh (Hon Sec),
Dr John Feeney (Hon Treas) and Dr Patricia Cunningham (Vice
Dean). All three have been extremely supportive during my first year as Dean and I would like to
express my gratitude to them for this.

The affairs of the Faculty are in good order and we have recorded another surplus. The Faculty offices
continue to be at 121 St Stephen’s Green and we have continued to upgrade the facilities to meet
the needs of the Faculty. This year we have started a renovation of our meeting room to facilitate
Board members and SpRs who cannot travel and wish to access remotely. We have also purchased the
Panopto system to facilitate recording of lectures to improve the access of non-Dublin SpRs to lectures
and to develop new ways to provide CME to Fellows and Members.
The Faculty’s Scientific meetings have continued to be successful. In October 2018, the ASM was
themed as ‘The Faculty of Radiologists meets the Society of Abdominal Radiology’. A number of
SAR fellows visited and all gave excellent talks. We would like to thank Dr Thomas Hope, Dr Shwetta
Bhatt, Dr Erik Remer, Dr Mehgan Lubner and Dr Matthew Davenport, who participated in the meeting.
Prof Bernard King of SAR was awarded honorary fellowship. The Radiation Oncology component of
the meeting was similarly strong and Professor Maria Hawkins of the Oxford Institute of Radiation
Oncology was the Honorary Fellow in Radiation Oncology. In an innovation, Professor Ryan awarded
special awards to Professor John Cockburn for his assistance with the FFR 2a exam and to Dr John
Healy for his long service to Radiation Oncology.
The MRI meeting focusing on Cardiac MRI was held in Lyrath House Kilkenny and the Spring Meeting
focusing on Chest imaging was held in the Merchant Hotel in Belfast. Both meetings were well
attended and I would like to give special thanks to Dr Peter Ball, Dr Peter Beddy and Dr Julie O’Brien,
who worked hard to ensure the meeting’s success. Dr Seamus Looby helped coordinate a very
successful combined meeting of the Irish and British Societies of Neuroradiology, which was held in
Dublin in October 2018.
The Kuwait program continues to be a success and I would like to thank Dr James Masterson, who
is stepping down this year after many years of acting as the Overseas Educational Coordinator. Our
thanks also to Dr David McInerney, who chairs the International Affairs Committee. We have signed a
new contract with KIMS and we hope that this programme will continue for many years.
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The Faculty’s Fellowship Advisory Committee continues the difficult task of advising trainees in
difficulty and assisting the Medical Council with applications for specialist registration from abroad. I
would like to thank Dr Rachel Ennis for her efforts in this area.
The Medical Council stated this year that they would soon be accepting applications for new
specialty recognition. The Board has determined that it will support an application for recognition by
Interventional Radiology. We are fortunate to have Professor Michael Lee who will lead on this and
coordinate the application with the Irish Society for Interventional Radiology. If successful, this will be a
significant change for the Faculty and possibly for the structure of our training programme.
The Quality Assurance programme had applied for National Audit Status in 2017. We were informed
this year that the application has been provisionally successful. However, the Board has decided to
pause the application, as the contents of the Patient Safety Bill are not yet known. It is important for
every QI system that those within it are practicing in a ‘place of safety’. While we hope that this will
be confirmed in the new Bill, the Board felt it prudent to wait until it had been published, to restart
our application. This does not mean that Quality Improvement activities should cease and the Faculty
of Radiologists and the College of Physicians recently held a very successful workshop. From this,
we hope to update our guidelines emphasising the areas in radiology QI that can be practiced by
all radiologists without concern. This project and the PCS scheme are administered by the QI/PCS
committee and I would like to thank Dr Patricia Cunningham, who chaired the committee this year.
The Radiation Oncology Committee has had another busy year and the programme has gone from
strength to strength. In addition to Dr McGibney, I would like to thank Dr Pierre Thirion for his work in
combining the role of Board member and education coordinator. I am glad to say that his burden has
been eased, as we have been fortunate to recruit Dr Nazmy ElBeltagi, who has taken over the role of
national education coordinator in Radiation Oncology.
In February of this year, the European Council Directive 2013/59/EURATOM ‘Basic Safety Standards’
were transposed into Irish law as SI 30 of 2019. This is a complex piece of legislation and its
ramifications are still being understood. The Faculty is grateful to Professor Paddy Gilligan from the
Mater Private Hospital, who has written a useful guide to members and fellows on the subject and
spoke on the new legislation at the Spring Meeting. HIQA has taken over the enforcement role for
the new legislation and the HSE will reconvene a new committee to replace MERU. This is an evolving
area and the Faculty will continue to keep fellows and members advised. Dr Julie O’Brien and Dr John
Feeney chaired the Radiation Protection committee this year and I would like to thank them for all
their efforts, in what has been an unusually busy year for this committee.
The hard work of running the Faculty’s examinations continues. A large number of fellows and
members give their time to this vital activity and we thank them all for their efforts. In particular,
I would like to thank Dr Ciaran Johnston who steps down this year as Chief part 1 examiner. Dr
Josephine Barry has replaced him and we wish her well. Dr Eric Heffernan continues as chief part 2
examiner and has made further progress with the part 2a examination. This herculean task is almost
complete and we thank him and Dr John Cockburn for their efforts in this area. We also thank Dr
Charles Gillham, the chief examiner for Radiation Oncology who continues to run a complex clinical
examination with aplomb.
The Faculty’s SpR training scheme continues to be a popular choice and this year we received over 60
applications, of whom we were ultimately able to appoint 24. As with other years, we had a number of
candidates who were deemed acceptable for Radiology training that we were unable to find positions
for. The Faculty’s strategic programme calls for an expansion in the numbers training in radiology
and we have continued to work with the HSE to fund these new positions. Professor Dermot Malone
and Dr Marie Staunton continued to run the very successful Systems Based Learning course for the
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SpRs and we give them our thanks for this significant addition to the training programme. Trainees are
involved from our scheme and the Northern Ireland Deanery and their projects are presented annually
at the ASM and Spring meetings. Dr Ian Murphy and Dr Paul Foran continued their excellent work
as National Educational Coordinators. Highlights of their work included the continued roll out of the
Workplace Based Assessments and Multi-Source Feedback.
The medical news this year has been dominated by the Scally review into Cervical Screening Audits
and the High Court Judgement by Mr Justice Cross. These are of considerable interest to our
Faculty, both in screening and diagnostic radiology. The Faculty has been closely working with other
postgraduate training bodies to understand their implications and to work with the HSE and the public
to improve understanding on the limitations of screening and diagnostic services. Unfortunately,
we can never have ‘Absolute Certainty’ in any of our examinations and a radiology report is only an
opinion given by a human on imperfect datasets. We are confident that the screening and diagnostic
services offered by our Fellows and Members are of a very high standard but they cannot be perfect. It
will be impossible for us to practice in a system that demands perfection and the Faculty will continue
to advocate of Radiological practice. I would like to give particular thanks to Professor Ann O’Doherty
and Professor Fidelma Flanagan, who have made public statements in support of screening radiology.
I would like to acknowledge the unstinting help and support of all Board members. As always, our
special thanks are due to the Faculty office staff, Ms Kayla Gant, Ms Karen Milling, Ms Cecelia Hartsell,
Ms Lorraine Coughlan and of course, Ms Jennifer O’Brien, the Executive Officer.

Dr Niall Sheehy
Dean
Faculty of Radiologists
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OBITUARY
Dr David McInerney

MD FRCPI FFRRCSI FRCR

“Find a job you like doing and you will never work a day in your life!”
To judge by his motto, in his long career in the Faculty and in hospital medicine David McInerney must
barely have worked at all. David, who died this year aged 73, worked as a Consultant Radiologist in
Dr Steeven’s Hospital, The Adelaide Hospital and Tallaght Hospital. He was Dean of the Faculty of
Radiologists from 2002 to 2004 and served the Faculty in many other roles.
Born in Dublin, he read medicine at University College Dublin, where he was a keen member of the UCD
Rowing Club. He graduated in 1969. Academically gifted, he achieved MRCPI and MRCP UK, while
completing his medical trainee posts at St. Vincent’s and then decided on Radiology as a career. He
joined the newly formed Faculty of Radiologists Irish Training Programme at the Mater Hospital for a year
On 17th June 1970, he married Maire MacNeill and they have three sons and three grandsons.
He transferred to the Bristol Royal Infirmary Radiology Department under Professor Howard Middlemiss,
who mentored his studies and supervised his research from 1974 to 1977. This led to an MD for his work
on Giant Cell Tumours of Bone. During this time he also achieved Fellowships of the Royal College of
Radiologists, UK and the Faculty of Radiologists, RCSI. David then took up a radiology post for a year,
in the newly developed Flinders Medical Centre in Adelaide, Australia before returning to Ireland as a
Consultant Radiologist in Dr Steven’s Hospital in 1978.
The old Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals were split between the hospitals destined for St. James’
and Tallaght Hospital, the planning of which started in 1980. We were pleased that David decided to
take a leap of faith and opt for Tallaght Hospital and he was appointed to the Meath, Adelaide and
National Children’s Hospitals (MANCH Group). He brought enhanced skills to the Radiology department,
particularly in Breast and Orthopaedic imaging and intervention. He served on the Board of the Adelaide
Hospital and for a spell on the planning Board of Tallaght Hospital.
David became active on the Board of the Faculty of Radiologists in teaching and administration, both
at home and in Kuwait. During his time on the Board, he successfully completed terms as Honorary
Secretary and Vice Dean until his eventual election as Dean in 2002. His commitment and diplomatic
skills led to many significant contributions in the organisation of teaching and examinations at home and
in Kuwait, including restarting the Kuwait programme, which had been interrupted by the first Gulf war.
He built on the Faculty CME Subcommittee, which had been set up in 1994, and continued to provide
a structured CME programme, with 162 Fellows enrolled in the 2002 programme before it became a
statutory requirement. The maintenance of the unity of Radiology was enhanced by establishing “Special
Interest” Subgroups, first in Breast Radiology, in which he was a prime mover and subsequently in
Interventional Radiology, Nuclear Medicine and Paediatric Radiology.
He liaised with the European Association of Radiology and its successor, the European Society of
Radiology on academic matters and UEMS on professional affairs. David represented the Faculty in
negotiations with the Department of Health and HSE and at scientific meetings abroad, in particular,
including the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA) and the European Congress of Radiology
(ECR). In 2003, the Faculty were invited by the late Professor Helen Carty, President of the ECR, to
participate in “ECR Meets Ireland” during the ECR in Vienna. David co-chaired the well-received session
of excellent presentations by Stephen Eustace and Conor Collins with Prof Carty. This raised the profile of
Irish Radiology widely. Among other issues arising during David’s Deanship, were the Hollywood Report
on the development of Radiation Oncology services in Ireland and the acquisition of new Faculty offices in
RCSI House.
He was one of ten consultants who borrowed funds from Anglo Irish Bank to develop Charlemont Clinic
on the old St. Ultan’s Hospital site. We were partners in Diagnostic Imaging Consultants DIC and we
provided the imaging service at Charlemont, aided by excellent staff. David also shared responsibility
for ultrasound and radiology services at Mount Carmel Hospital until that hospital closed, much like
Monkstown Hospital, in which we had been involved for a short while with the late Dr Sholto Douglas
Unlike this close colleague, he loved sitting exams! His collection of degrees was further enhanced in
2011, when he sat for the inaugural European Diploma in Radiology (EDIR) exam during ECR 2011, which
of course he passed. I think he was the first and certainly the most mature Irish radiologist to hold that
honour. David enjoyed Radiology. He was a sound and sought-after, accessible radiological opinion, who
was appreciated by his clinical and radiological colleagues. He had an interesting, ironic sense of humour.
He continued in harness, both on Faculty committees and as a radiologist, until metastatic oesophageal
cancer brought his stellar career to a premature end.
Our sincere condolences to his wife Maire and their sons John, Stephen and Colm, his sister Joan
(Kavanagh), his brother Brendan and grandsons Joseph, Michael and Matthew.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal.
Dr Gerry Hurley FRCR, FFRRCSI
Former colleague and friend of David and Past Dean of the Faculty of Radiologists
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Changes to the Faculty Board
At the October Board Meeting, Dr Niall Sheehy was formally
announced as the new Dean. The incoming Dean praised
the outgoing Dean, Professor Max Ryan, for all his many
achievements as a Board member, Board Officer and Dean. Dr
Tim Scanlon, finishing his first term on the board, was thanked
for his hard work and dedicated service over the preceding five
years. Professor Leo Lawler, former Vice Dean who had stepped
down earlier in the year, was also thanked for his very significant
contribution to the Board and to the specialty of Radiology in
Ireland.

Dr Peter Kavanagh

Back Row L-R – Dr Peter Ball, Professor Michael Lee, Dr Pierre Thirion, Dr Rachel Ennis
Front Row L-R Dr Patricia Cunningham (Vice Dean), Dr John Feeney Honorary Treasurer, Dr Niall Sheehy (Dean),
Dr Peter Kavanagh (Honorary Secretary), Dr Carol McGibney
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The Dean welcomed Professor Michael Lee back for his second term on the Board. Professor Lee replaces
Professor Lawler and his term will end in 2023. Dr Julie O’Brien was welcomed to the Board. Dr O’Brien
replaced Dr Scanlon; Dr O’Brien stepped down from her term in 2019.
Five board meetings have taken place since the 2018 Annual General Meeting.
The Board of the Faculty for the year 2018/2019 was constituted as follows:

Dean					Dr Niall Sheehy/SJH 			2016-2021
Hon Secretary				Dr Peter Kavanagh/CHB			2016-2021
Hon Treasurer				Dr John Feeney/TUH			2014-2019
Vice Dean				Dr Patricia Cunningham/LMHG		2017-2022
					Prof Michael Lee/BH			2018-2023
					Dr Carol McGibney/CUH			2014-2019
					Dr Rachel Ennis/UHG			2016-2021
					Prof Max Ryan/CUH			2015-2020
					(Dean Emeritus)
					Dr Peter Ball/RVH, Belfast			2017-2022
					Dr Pierre Thirion/SLH			2015-2020
					Dr Julie O’Brien/UHL			2018-2019

Ex officio: 				

Dr Kenneth Mealy, President, RCSI

Faculty of Radiologists’ Committee Chairs 2016/17
Education 								Dr Niall Sheehy
Science/Research 								Dr Peter Ball
Science Vice-Chair								Dr Julie O’Brien
Finance, General Purpose & Management Advisory Committee			
Dr John Feeney
PCS/QI									Dr Patricia Cunningham
PCS/QI Vice-Chair						 		Dr Peter Kavanagh
Radiation Oncology 							Dr Pierre Thirion
Fellowship Advisory Committee 						
Dr Rachel Ennis
Radiation Protection 							Dr John Feeney
International Affairs 							Dr David McInerney
Trainee Subcommittee 							Dr Douglas Mulholland
Faculty Archivist 								Dr David McInerney
A decision was taken at the beginning of the year to subsume the Research Committee into the Science
Committee.
Meetings of the Board of the Faculty of Radiologists
Since the Annual General Meeting, in September 2018, there have been five Board Meetings, in October,
November, February, April, and June 2018.
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Term of Office

Attended Meetings

Dean Dr Niall Sheehy/SJH 				2016-2021			5
Vice Dean Dr Patricia Cunningham/LMHG		
2017-2022			
4
Hon Secretary Dr Peter Kavanagh/CHB		2016-2021			5
Hon Treasurer Dr John Feeney/TUH			2014-2019			5
Dr Carol McGibney/CUH				2014-2019			3
Dr Pierre Thirion/SLRON				2015-2020			3
Professor Michael Lee/BH				2018-2023			5
Dr Julie O’Brien/UHL				2018-2023			2
Dr Peter Ball/RVH Belfast				2017-2022			2
Dr Rachel Ennis/UHG				2016-2021			4
Professor Max F Ryan/CUH 			
2015-2020			
1
European Committees
Dr Adrian Brady, former Dean (2010-2012), has continued his role as the Chair of the ESR’s Quality, Safety
and Standards Committee. Dr Brady has maintained a strong Irish presence at ESR level. He has presented a
summary of ESR activities, which appears in a later section of this Annual Report and which outlines the many
benefits that are available to Irish Radiologists through ESR resources.
Second-term Board member, Professor Michael Lee, continues his high-profile involvement in Interventional
Radiology and Academic Radiology at a European level. Professor Lee is the current President of the IR
Division of UEMS. He is the Chairman of the Endovascular Standing Committee of CIRSE, is a member of
Foundation Advisory Board of CIRSE and a member of the Honours Committee of CIRSE.
Professor Anthony Ryan, former Board Officer (Hon. Secretary 2016/17, Vice-Dean 2015/16), is Treasurer of the
IR Division of UEMS. Dr Ryan is the Chair of CIRSE’s Patient Information Brochure Task Force. He is a member of
CIRSE’s Education Grant Reviewing Committee and was elected as a member of CIRSE’s Standards of Practice
Committee for the term 2019-21. He is IR Content Lead of the ESR’s Education on demand online platform
and is the National Irish delegate to the ESR Education Committee. He serves on the Interventional Radiology
Subcommittee of the ARRS, as an Informatics panellist for RSNA and is on the editorial board of the SIR’s IRQ.
Professor Gerard O’Sullivan, UHG, is a CIRSE 2019 Scientific Programme Committee member, EBIR council
member and EBIR examiner. Having served two years on the CIRSE membership committee (2017-18), he was
elected as Chair of the latter for the term 2019-21.
Former Board member (2013-2016), Dr Colin Cantwell, SVUH, is the Radiology representative to the UEMS in Ireland.
Dr Seamus Looby, BH, is the Irish representative at UEMS for neuroradiology.
Dr Gerard Healy, IR Fellow at SVUH, serves as the Irish representative on CIRSE’s European Trainee Forum.
Dr Adrian Brady (MUH) and Professor Michael Maher (CUH/UCC) are both examiners for the European
Diploma in Radiology (EDiR) examination.
Honorary Fellows
In Clinical Radiology 					
Dr Bernard F. King, Jr., MD, FACR, FSAR (Mayo Clinic, Rochester, USA), President of ARRS & Society of
Abdominal Radiology.
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Brief overview of some of the principal priorities of the Faculty
The Faculty’s core mission is to train Radiologists and Radiation Oncologists. The Radiology Training
Programme has been expertly steered by the Dean, Dr Niall Sheehy, in association with Dr. Paul Foran
(Education Development Officer) and Dr. Ian Murphy (National Training Coordinator). Dr Nazmy El Beltagi has
taken over the role of Training Coordinator for Radiation Oncology from Dr Pierre Thirion. Special praise is due
to Dr Thirion for his dedication and expertise in performing this role with distinction since 2010.
Places on the Radiology Training Programme continue to be highly sought after. This year, there was a total
of 64 applications for 23 first year SpR positions and 35 applicants were interviewed. A new interview format,
designed by Dr Paul Foran and Dr Ian Murphy, was used and deemed to be a success.
The curriculum for Radiology Training is currently being updated. Acknowledgement is due to Dr Paul Foran
and Dr Ian Murphy for leading this initiative in association with the Dean. Trainee assessments will be based
on Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) for Radiology; the first tranche of assessments will focus on 2
radiological procedures, 4 imaging studies and 1 MDT assessment. EPAs form part of Competence Based
Medical Training (CBMT), ensuring that the Faculty is aligned with established trends in Medical Education.
Multi-Source Feedback (MSF) for Radiology SpRs is now firmly embedded, with the Faculty becoming more
self-reliant on internal resources for its administration and delivery, largely through the efforts of Dr Paul Foran
and Dr Ian Murphy, working in conjunction with Mary Morrissey from HSE.
Human Factors Training in Radiology will be built into the syllabus for Radiology training, as it has been
recognised that there is currently a gap in this area. Elements of this training will address professional issues,
bullying and adverse workplace interactions. The Faculty will engage with other Training Bodies in developing
this, as some other specialties had already incorporated elements of this type of training in their training
programmes. This will allow the Faculty to draw on external expertise, as there is currently a relative lack of
expertise in this area among Radiologist Trainers. While some core modules will be generically applicable
to all specialties, the intention is to build in additional Radiology specific modules. Typical scenarios in the
Radiology workplace would be incorporated.
Part IIA of the Final FFRRCSI examination has been restructured, by replacing the old format of independent
True/False questions with Single Best Answer Questions (SBA) and Extended Matching Questions (EMQ). The
new examination format was rolled out for the first time in 2018, at both the June and December sittings.
A number of General Radiologists from around the country had expressed the view that there needed to be
some provision for the General Radiologist to update skills in Neuroradiology aspects of Stroke care, given
recent advances in this area together with an increased demand for more complex neuroimaging studies,
often in an on-call setting. In response to this, the Faculty has arranged for a session on Neuroradiology
relevant to acute Stroke Care to be incorporated into the programme for this year’s ASM. This exercise will
carried out in collaboration with the Neuroradiologists from Beaumont Hospital. This can then be put up
on the Faculty’s website using Panopto, which will facilitate it being available for viewing, and re-viewing,
by Faculty affiliated Radiologists. This would be linked to CME credit, allowing individual Radiologists to be
awarded credits in their PCS portfolio.
The report into UHK (Tralee) Radiology was published by the South-South West Hospital group/HSE in late
2018. In response to one of the recommendations of the report, the Dean has convened a working group to
determine acceptable levels of Radiologist productivity and the implications of this for Radiologist Manpower
planning. A spectrum of Radiologists from different types of hospitals have drawn up a provisional document,
which has been made available so that all Radiologists can provide feedback in an effort to create a supportive
guidance document in this important area.
Kuwait Training Programme: A new contract is in the process of being finalised between the Faculty and KIMS
(Kuwait Institute for Medical specializations). Kuwait remains an important part of the Faculty’s revenue stream
and continued support and renewal of this programme is of major importance to the financial well-being of
the Faculty in the future.
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An agreement between the Faculty and Saudi Arabia, in connection with the IMGTI programme, was signed
in March 2019 at the Saudi Consulate office in Dublin. One Saudi candidate has been accepted onto this
programme for the forthcoming year and will be assigned to do Cardiac Imaging at TUH.
Irish Medical Council (IMC) Accreditation of Training Sites: annual accreditation visits to training sites had
previously been carried out by the Faculty up until 2006. Since then, the IMC has taken over this function.
With effect from 2020, this function will revert to the Faculty. The Faculty will plan to visit 20% of sites every
year from 2020.
Trainee issues: The Trainee Committee has been impressively led by Dr Douglas Mulholland. A Transfer of
Tasks Project has revealed that there is considerable variation in what Radiology trainees are expected to do
across training sites. An action arising from this project is to identify hospitals which deploy tasks in a way that
is considered departmentally efficient and for these to then be used as an example for others to follow. An
EWTD (European Working Time Directive) compliance survey has shown considerable breaches in EWTD by
all hospitals. The Faculty intends to highlight such breaches to Hospital Management, when it resumes the
role of visiting sites for accreditation.

New Radiation Protection legislation [Council Directive 2013/59 Euratom]
New Regulations (S.I. No. 30 of 2019, with amendments S.I. No. 332 of 2019) governing ionising radiation
were signed into law on 5th February 2019. These new Regulations, which are referred to as the Ionising
Radiation Regulations of 2019 (IRR19), replace S.I. No 125 of 2000. The new Regulations introduce a number
of important changes to the way in which the use of ionising radiation is regulated in Ireland. The National
Radiation Protection Committee NRPC) has recently been reconstituted by HSE, with a view to working out
the practical implications of the new legislation. The Faculty is represented on this committee. Advice from the
Faculty will be forthcoming, once the current complexities in this area become clearer.
Whilst the legal definition of the Radiologist as the practitioner in charge is no longer present under the new
legislation, the Faculty holds the view that good practice dictates that the Radiologist/ Radiation Oncologist
should remain as Chairs of local Radiation Safety committees. HIQA has taken over as the body responsible
for the regulation of medical exposure to ionising radiation, with effect from 8th January 2019.
The Faculty is extremely grateful to Mr Paddy Gilligan for his expertise and guidance in this area. Mr Gilligan
gave a very helpful update of the current status of this subject at this year’s Spring meeting in Belfast.

PCS and QI Programmes
Having gone through a successful and lengthy re-application process, the Faculty has paused its NCA
(National Clinical Audit) status, due to concerns over the lack of protection for audit participants outlined
in the current draft of legislation that covers this field (Patient Safety Bill). The Faculty holds the view that
protection for audit participants is essential in this area. The original decision to embark on seeking NCA
status for Radiology’s QI Programme was based on the premise that legislation would be enacted that
conferred protection to Radiologists from legal discoverability. Thus far, this has not turned out to be
the case. The Faculty will continue to promote Quality Improvement in Radiology (RQI), highlighting its
educational advantages for Radiologists. The RQI Working Group are currently revising elements of the
current QI guidelines to make them as practically useful as possible. Much of the revision is being based
on feedback from a Radiology QI workshop which was held in Dublin last May. It should be pointed out
that Open Disclosure pathways will not be affected by the current pause, and are separate to Radiology
QI for all practical purposes. The CervicalCheck controversy has had a significant impact on all diagnosticbased specialties, including Radiology, one element of which is the reinforcement of Open Disclosure
requirements for all medical practitioners. However, it is important to recognise that these fall outside the
remit of Radiology’s QI Programme. The Cross Judgement in one of the cases relating to the CervicalCheck
12
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controversy may have a potentially serious bearing on all screening programmes, including Breast cancer
screening performed by Radiologists. This matter is currently going through an appeals process in the courts,
the outcome of which will be closely monitored by the Faculty to assess its implications for screening services,
such as breast Cancer screening and also its possible impact more broadly across Radiology.
An updated memorandum of understanding governing the practical roll-out of Radiology QI was circulated in
June 2019. This document promotes protected time for Radiologists participating in Radiology QI activities.
Faculty investments in Radiology
The Faculty of Radiologists continues to make investments to help sustain the future growth and development
of Radiology in Ireland. These include Faculty-sponsored higher level training fellowships in Radiology. There
are currently four of these: a 2-year Health Services Research Programme at University of Washington Seattle;
one at University of Toronto starting next year; a 3-year programme at Massachusetts General Hospital
(MacErlaine Scholarship); and an MSc in Evidence Based Healthcare based at Oxford University UK.
The Faculty has acquired a software programme called Panopto as a solution to facilitate the remote access
to lectures. This solution will allow the Faculty to build up its website content, facilitating various educational
endeavours and presenting an additional option for Radiologists to achieve CME credits.
Interactions with other major Radiology Societies and National Organisations
The Faculty continues its engagement with major Radiology Organisations internationally.
Faculty Officers met with RCR representatives at ESR in Vienna. Arising from this, it was agreed that the FFR
examination will be added to a list of examinations in the UK, which will exempt holders from having to sit the
PLAB examination.
At RSNA, the ECR and ESR Leadership meetings, representatives of the Faculty met
with the leaders of ESR and RCR, ensuring that the Faculty keeps abreast of developments in international
Radiology training. We continually strive to highlight the strong calibre of our trainees as graduates of a
training programme which has the highest standards. By interacting with these groups, we maintain insight
into practice and regulatory challenges facing Radiologists face in other countries.
Nationally, the Faculty continues to productively engage with NDTP (National Doctors Training and Planning,
HSE), with a view to implementing the agreement to increase in the number of trainees in Radiology.
Engagement is also ongoing with the Medical Workforce Planning unit of NDTP, with a view to addressing the
shortage of Consultant Radiologists in Ireland.
Faculty Administrative Staff
Faculty operations would cease, were it not for our small team of highly dedicated Faculty administrative
staff. Ms Jennifer O’Brien, our experienced Executive Officer, leads the running of the Faculty’s office with
exceptional skill and expertise. Ms Karen Milling has continued to coordinate the National and Kuwait Training
programmes with outstanding effectiveness. Ms Lorraine Coughlan is the principal Administrative officer for
Radiation Oncology and continues to deliver superbly in that role. Ms Kayla Gant has responsibility for PCS/
QI and has demonstrated an impressive level of competence in dealing with the expanding challenges and
demands of that programme. Ms Cecelia Hartsell, the Operations Assistant, provides first-rate support in all
areas with constant cheerfulness and positivity. A huge debt of gratitude is owed to each and every one of the
Faculty administrative staff who ensure that everything runs smoothly and efficiently. I would like to especially
thank you all for your assistance to me and the Dean during the past year.
Finally, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the Dean, Faculty Officers, Board members,
Committee Chairs and Committee members for their committed service and hard work over the past year.

Dr Peter Kavanagh
Honorary Secretary
Faculty of Radiologists
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REPORT OF THE HONORARY TREASURER
AND CHAIR OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL
PURPOSES COMMITTEE
The financial position of the Faculty throughout the last year has remained
quite healthy and stable. Our cash reserves and investment portfolio remain
stable and have in fact recovered losses sustained in the financial crash.
The committee has overseen several developments in the course of the
year, which will enhance the experience of our trainees and radiologists
participating in CPD. Our funding stream from NDTP ensures the
smooth running of the training programme and we obtained additional
development funding to continue to deliver multisource feedback to
our trainees. The training coordinators also secured funding for and
developed a Human Factors Curriculum, which was delivered to 2nd
year trainees in a Civility in Radiology session at their Management
Course in May 2019, in order to minimise conflict in our workplaces.
Dr John Feeney

A major change occurred to the terms of our subscription to StatDx, when
the vendor elevated the price significantly. Therefore, we made the decision
to guarantee access to trainees only, in a 3-year subscription arrangement. Unfortunately, this meant terminating free
access for consultants.
An exciting change in the way in which we administer our lectures and CPD content will take place in 2019-20.
We have purchased a Video Content Management System (Panopto), to record and store lectures delivered
as part of the training programme, as well as talks from our Scientific Meetings. These talks will be accessible
on our website when the user logs in and are stored in the form of PowerPoint slides and accompanying audio
only. It will also facilitate remote attendance and remote delivery of lectures. If trainees miss a lecture, they can
catch up at a time of their choosing. Similarly, it is anticipated that CPD credits can be earned via this method.
Our Scientific Meetings have been very well organised by the scientific committee and whilst highly successful,
featuring state of the art talks from invited international and domestic speakers, some financial losses were
incurred at the Annual Scientific Meeting. However, a modest profit was generated at the MRI meeting in
Lyrath Hotel, Kilkenny in January and the Spring Meeting in Belfast in April broke even.
The Faculty continues to administer our training programme in Kuwait, which results in an additional
revenue stream. A successful renegotiation of the Kuwaiti contract has occurred this year and the present
arrangements are expected to continue for another 3 years. This year, we also entered into an agreement
with the Saudi Arabian Cultural Bureau to open our IMGTI programme to the Saudis. We are expecting one
radiologist to join our ranks as a 5th year SpR via this route in 2019.
The committee approved several clinical support payments to the base hospital for a number of Faculty officers, to
cover locum payments while that radiologist is absent due to Faculty commitments. We are continuing to support
the salary of two scholarship winners on fellowship in the University of Washington and the University of Toronto.
We are also demonstrating commitment to academic radiology, by funding the university registration fees for a
Ph.D student trainee under the ICAT programme. We have continued to fund workshops for Part 2a exam question
writing sessions, in order to increase our bank of questions. Two workshops are scheduled to take place in 2019.
We have been highly concerned with changes to our legislative environment on a number of fronts. The Scally
Report, UHK lookback review, Civil Liability and Patient Safety Bills, Judge Cross Ruling and SI 256/2018, all have
implications for our practise and have been given consideration by this committee and the Board. We have
endeavoured to stay abreast of such developments and advise our membership accordingly, during what appears to
be a time of change. The full impact of all these individual issues on our profession may not be known for some time.
Please attend the AGM on September 27th 2019, where a detailed financial report will be presented.
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FACULTY OF RADIOLOGISTS ANNUAL REPORT 2018/2019

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES - EDUCATION

The training programme continues to function well and continues
to be over-subscribed with applicants of the highest calibre. Dr
Paul Foran and Dr Ian Murphy have completed their second year
as education coordinators. They have done an excellent job and
we wish them well in the future. The new education coordinators
are Dr Kevin Cronin and Dr Barry Hutchinson. We wish them well,
in what has become an increasingly complex task.
We held a successful ‘Train the Trainers’ meeting in October. Dr
William Ramsden came as a visiting speaker from the RCR. He
gave fascinating talks on the UK Radiology Academy system
amongst other things. We were also joined by Dr Chris Turner,
who discussed civil and uncivil behaviours in radiology.
The issue of Bullying of Trainees and stress in the workplace has
been highlighted over the last few years. Although this appears
to be a general issue in hospital medicine, it is also prevalent in
Dr Niall Sheehy,
Radiology. The Education Committee and the Trainee Committee
Dean, Faculty of Radiology
have done significant work in this area over the last year. In
combination with the Trainee Committee, we have looked at
‘Transferable Tasks’. These are tasks that are being performed by SpRs in certain hospitals that are
being done by other members of staff in some of the hospitals. A number of these tasks have been
identified and the trainees have accumulated examples of the best practice nationwide. These will
form the basis of quality improvement projects across the training system. We are also examining the
working hours of the trainees in detail and aim to work towards compliance with the European Working
Time Directive, as this has been flagged as an issue by all trainees. From the education viewpoint, we
are looking at working with RCSI to introduce professionalism training to teach the trainees to deal with
stressful situations and difficult encounters. When we have established this programme, we will look at
mechanisms for extending it to consultants as a post-graduate training opportunity. We would like to
thank Dr Dara O’Keefe and Dr Eva Doherty, who are helping us with this initiative.
Professor Anthony Ryan and Dr Ian Brennan continue to deliver the IR skills days. This year, we were able
to avail of the new RCSI building, which offers superb facilities for courses such as these. The Faculty has
purchased an endovascular simulator, which is of use in this course and in more specialised IR courses.
We also thank Dr Dara O’Keefe from RCSI, who has greatly assisted us in running these courses.
The SpR interview system was modified this year, with the introduction of a second interview station.
This will permit us to interview more candidates for the scheme and allows each candidate the
potential to recover if one of their interviews is poor. This requires more organization, which was taken
on by the education coordinators. For the fifth year positions, we have been asked to move from the
interview based system towards a trainee preference system by the NDTP. This will be modified over
the next few years, but promises to be easier for the trainees and allow better planning of trainee
numbers, as the number of Part 1 positions available will be known well in advance.
Trainee assessment continues to evolve. Trainees are now evaluated in the workplace on EPAs
‘Entrustable Professional Activities’. This can be easily done with a smartphone ‘App’. The number and
range of EPAs has been expanded this year and now include performance of MDTs. The 360 assessment
of trainees continues and the Faculty has taken some elements in-house. We are now performing the
trainee feedback, which is done by the educational coordinators and by Ms Mary Morrissey.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES - EDUCATION
Dr Ciaran Johnston has stepped down as Chief Part 1 examiner and been replaced by Dr Josephine
Barry. Our thanks to Dr Johnston, who has carried out his term as an examiner without a hitch. The
Part 1 exam remains in a similar format to recent years, but Dr Barry will look at introducing a similar
exam structure as the new Part 2A.
Dr Eric Heffernan continues as Chief Part 2 examiner. The new part 2A FFR exam has bed in well and
includes both SBA (Single Best Answer) and EMQ (Extended Matching Questions) type questions. This
has been well received by the trainees and marks a significant step forward over the previous negative
marking MCQ style of exam. We would like to again note the efforts of Professor John Cockburn, who
has continued to help with the development of this exam. The next steps in developing this exam will
involve the computerization of exam delivery, which will occur over the next few years.
Dr James Masterson has continued his role as Kuwait education coordinator. This is a difficult task,
which he has done well for many years. He will step down this year and we thank him for his efforts
in this area. Professor Max Ryan will take over the role. Dr David McInerney continues to chair the
International Affairs Committee, providing important assistance and guidance to the education
coordinators. Professor Ryan and Dr Masterson have put a huge effort into the next contract with
Kuwait, which we will sign over the summer. This year, the Faculty has also signed an agreement with
the Department of Health with Saudi Arabia, which may lead to Saudi Radiology fellows training in
Ireland. It is early days yet, but this may prove a valuable source of trainees for the Faculty as well as a
new source of income.

Professor Abdullah Al Dhelaan, Cultural Attaché Saudi Arabia and Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean Faculty of Radiologists
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES - EDUCATION
The Faculty exams continue to be organised and managed in an exemplary manner. Credit and thanks
is due to all our examiners:
Part 1 FFR RCSI (Diagnosis)
Dr Ciaran Johnston
Dr Josephine Barry
Dr Conor Shortt
Dr Alan O’Hare
Dr Neil O’Donovan
Dr Ronan Killeen
Dr Sean Cournane
Dr Huw Roach				Extern
Dr Liam McKnight			
Extern

Part 2 FFR RCSI (Diagnosis)
Dr Eric Heffernan
Dr Michael Farrell
Professor Michael Maher
Dr Clare Brenner
Dr Ronan McDermott			
Matthew Bull 				Extern
John Lawson				Extern

Part 2 FFR RCSI (Therapy)
Dr. Charles Gillham
Dr Lorraine Walsh			
Dr Jolyne O’Hare				Extern
Dr Richard Benson			
Extern
			

The annual meetings were successful and well-attended. I would like to encourage all of you to
attend. Most importantly, if your department has trainees, they should be encouraged to perform and
submit research and audit projects.
The education committee is the largest and longest committee meeting in the Faculty. I would like to
thank all the members and hopefully we will continue from strength to strength for the next year.
Dean Niall Sheehy
Chairperson, Education Committee
Dean, Faculty of Radiologists

17

FELLOWSHIP ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (FAC)
Over the past number of years, the role of the Fellowship Advisory
Committee (FAC) has expanded significantly. One of our main
roles is assisting trainees who are experiencing difficulties with
the training programme. A more standardised approach to
these situations was introduced by the FAC a few years ago and
has been found to operate very well. Through use of the green
and yellow forms, trainees who are experiencing difficulties are
identified sooner, and help is available in a timely manner. Both
Diagnostic Radiology and Radiation Oncology trainees can avail
of this avenue and in this regard, I would like to thank Dr Pierre
Thirion for all his help over the last year.
We continue to assist the Irish Medical Council in vetting
overseas graduates looking for IMC registration. The process for
overseas graduates is considerable. In spite of this, the number of
applicants for IMC registration is increasing and will likely continue
to grow in the next few years.

Dr Rachel Ennis

FAC now approves all Out of Programme training posts and experiences. This provides clarity to trainees
regarding prior recognition of training posts and thus diminishes uncertainty with respect to CSCST.
Progression criteria have been reviewed in the past few years, with a view to simplifying the
requirements. Breaks in service during training are a frequent issue and engagement between FAC,
trainees and trainers provides the best balance of training and other commitments.
Return to Work is a concept that has garnered much interest in recent times. My thanks to Dr Peter
Kavanagh for all his help in this area.
I would like to thank our national training coordinators, Dr Paul Foran and Dr Ian Murphy, for all their
hard work. I would also like to thank the Education Committee, who provide essential input into most
of our projects.
Finally, I would like to thank Professor Michael Lee, Vice-Chair and great support; Dr Niall Sheehy,
Dean; all the Board members; and of course the staff of the Faculty: Jennifer, Karen, Cecelia, Kayla
and Lorraine, who all give tirelessly of their time to help us.

Dr Rachel Ennis
Chairperson, Fellowship Advisory Committee
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SCIENTIFIC & RESEARCH
COMMITTEE
There has been the usual series of meetings organised by the
Faculty. The “year” began on a particular high, with the Annual
Scientific Meeting organised in collaboration with The American
Society of Abdominal Radiology (SAR). Fifteen visiting experts in
their field came over to present at the meeting and visit Ireland
(some even were brave enough to venture north of the wall to
see the highlights of what Belfast had to offer). The content of
the meeting was exceptional and congratulations to both my
predecessor, Dr Tim Scanlon and the previous Dean, Professor
Max Ryan.
Dr Peter Ball

The Irish MRI meeting was held at the end of January in Lyrath
House, with the theme of Cardiac Imaging. The meeting was very
well attended despite the weather, the rather niche topic and the
roadworks on the M7! The speakers provided a comprehensive review of Cardiac MRI and a special
thanks to Dr Russell Bull, for staying on after the SCCT meeting in Dublin. Dr Julie O’Brien organised
most of the meeting and hopefully her “stepping down” from the Faculty is only temporary, as she is
already missed.
In order to take advantage of the strong Euro and current lack of border checks, the Spring Meeting
was held in the opulent surroundings of The Merchant Hotel in Belfast. A Chest Imaging theme
provided excellent talks from both local and national speakers.
Thanks again to all who attended and a special thanks to Dr Arjun Nair and Dr Michelle Williams, for
coming over from London and Edinburgh.
Finally, thanks to all on the Scientific Committee, for their assistance in organising, meeting and
nominating their colleagues for speaking duties! I would also like to give personal thanks to The Dean,
Dr Niall Sheehy, who is doing a fantastic job and is constantly on call for advice.

Dr Peter Ball
Chair, Scientific & Research Committee
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PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE
SCHEME AND QUALITY COMMITTEE
Firstly, on behalf of the committee, I would like to extend sincere
thanks to the outgoing Chair, Dr Peter Kavanagh, who has made
a huge contribution to the work of this committee and has been a
great help and resource for me during the year.
Quality Improvement Programme
The primary focus of the early part of the last term had been the
application to NCEC (National Clinical Effectiveness Committee)
to gain National Clinical Audit (NCA) status for the Radiology
Quality Improvement Programme, which was eventually granted
in early 2019. However, the legal protections sought with this
Dr Patricia Cunningham
status did not come to fruition and it was agreed to pause the
process, until legal protection can be assured. The recent Cross
judgement in relation to the CervicalCheck screening programme
has caused significant concern in radiology circles in relation to screening programmes, particularly
BreastCheck. This situation is under review by an expert group, which will be following the position
closely in relation to any appeal to the Supreme Court.
There was a recent workshop for the National QI Programme, which was very well-attended. Invited
speakers included Dr Sine Phelan, Consultant Histopathologist, who outlined the pathology approach
to reports, nomenclature and second opinions. Professor Fidelma Flanagan gave an update on the
current status of BreastCheck, particularly in light of the Cross judgement. The main focus of the
workshop otherwise, was to improve participation from sites and to evaluate the key performance
indicators that are most useful to make the QI process one of learning and improved practice, rather
than confrontational or undermining. Change Healthcare also presented at the workshop, outlining
technical changes in PeerVue that are and will be possible, to allow more seamless, less cumbersome
involvement with QI activity.
An updated Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between participating hospitals and the QI
Programme has been drafted and will be circulated to hospitals in the coming weeks. The MOU
reinforces the time commitment required for QI activities, which amounts to four hours per week
of protected time for the Lead QI Radiologist and two hours per week of protected time for each
Consultant Radiologist. Existing post-holders will be encouraged to seek revisions in their work
schedules, in order to embed the two hours per week of protected time for QI activities.
The Committee continues to liaise with the Specialty National QI Programme Steering Committee
in RCPI. This group oversees QI programmes in Radiology, Pathology and Endoscopy. Interaction
between the three groups has proven to be a mutually beneficial exercise in advancing Quality
Improvement across each of the three specialties.
Professional Competence Scheme
The Committee is indebted to Ms Kayla Gant for administrative support in managing the Professional
Competence Scheme. There is a bilateral agreement in place between all PGTBs, including Radiology
and the Irish Medical Council (IMC), covering the three-year period of 2018-2020. This involves the
exchange of non-individualised information from the Faculty to IMC at stipulated time intervals,
including details of our business plan in relation to the running of the Faculty’s PCS scheme. The
Faculty shares the MCRN’s of Radiologists enrolled in PCS with the Medical Council, three times per
year in accordance with the terms of the bilateral agreement. The Faculty also provides IMC with this
information on request, as written in the agreement. For the first time this year, the IMC has required
the Faculty to provide a list of IMC numbers of those who are not compliant with PCS requirements.
The IMC continues to be the regulator of PCS, whereas the Faculty’s function is aimed at supporting
Radiologists enrolled on the Faculty’s PCS scheme.
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PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE
SCHEME AND QUALITY COMMITTEE
There is continued engagement with the Forum’s PCS Committee. IMC representatives are often
invited to these meetings, allowing PGTB representatives to ask questions and seek clarifications on
matters relating to PCS.
The annual audit of PCS enrolees was completed, a mandatory exercise for the Faculty under the
terms of its agreement with IMC. A random sample of twenty-five enrolees was selected. Twenty-one
were new selections and four were re-audits having failed to satisfy requirements from the previous
year’s audit. Two of the twenty-five were referred for re-audit. Individual information in connection with
this annual audit is not passed on to the IMC or any other external body.
Over the course of the past year, the committee has approved external credits in Radiology and in
Radiation Oncology, for meetings organised directly by the Faculty as well as externally organised
meetings.
A Personal Development Plan (PDP) for Radiologists has been developed. This will provide an extra
option for obtaining CME credit as part of PCS and it is suggested two credits may be claimed. This
will be available for MedHub users in the 2019-2020 PCS year. It is currently envisaged that this will
initially be an optional activity.
Finally, I would like to thank the members of the committee for all their hard work, advice and
guidance during the year, in addition to the support from the Faculty office and the RCPI QI
programme members.

Dr Patricia Cunningham
Chairperson PCS & Quality Committee
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RADIATION ONCOLOGY COMMITTEE
The Faculty Radiation Oncology Committee is the main body in
charge of the national training program for this specialty. Its remit of
responsibility and involvement includes the daily management and
coordination of the National Training and Educational Programme;
organisation of the exams; development and implementation of
the core curriculum; and participation in the development of the
speciality at a national level, in collaboration with NCCP and NDTP.
For the 2018-2019 academic year, we would like to thank the
three Local Hospital Training Coordinators, respectively, Dr Moya
Cunningham for the St Luke’s Radiation Oncology Network
(SLRON), Dublin, Dr Cormac Small for Galway University Hospital
and especially Dr Paul Kelly for Cork University Hospital, who will
Dr Pierre Thirion
unfortunately be leaving us in July 2019. The additional committee
members were Dr Carol McGibney, Board Member; Dr Sinead
Brennan, Coordinator of the Final FFRCSI Exam National Lecture Programme; Dr Orla McArdle, SLRON
Clinical Lead; Dr Charles Gillham, Final FFRCSI Chief Examiner; and Dr Teresa Dinizulu, Radiation
Oncology SpR representative. The committee benefitted greatly from the contributions of expertise,
support, help and time from the other Faculty committees and members, especially the past and
present Deans. Throughout this year, the Committee also enjoyed indefatigable support from Ms
Lorraine Coughlan.
Specialist Training Program
For the 2018-2019 academic year, the total number of accredited training positions in the country
remained at 19, with 3 positions at Cork University Hospital, 3 at Galway University Hospital and 13 at
the St Luke’s Radiation Oncology Network, Dublin. The 2018-2019 academic year saw the Radiation
Oncology Committee continue to develop the new Final FFRCSI Examinations format initiated in 2017,
under supervision of Dr Charles Gillham and in collaboration with our British colleagues of the Royal
College of Radiologists, UK, and to refine the adopted objective progression criteria. In parallel, the
Primary and Final FFRCSI exam lecture and tutorial programs have grown stronger through the years,
thanks to the effort and commitment of Dr Moya Cunningham and Dr Sinead Brennan.
Final FFRCSI Examination Results / CCST completion
Once again this year, we were delighted to witness a high exam success rate. Dr Jana Mc Hugh, Dr
Martin Higgins and Dr Teresa Dinizulu successfully completed the final FFRCSI in May 2019.
By June 2019, Dr Astrid Billfalk-Kelly, Dr Siobhra O’Sullivan, and Dr Ronan Mc Dermott will have been
awarded CSCST.
Annual Scientific Meeting 2018
The Radiation Oncology program of the Annual Scientific Meeting took place on 28th September
2018 and was organised by Dr Carol Mc Gibney. The clinical component of the scientific programme
focused on the management of gastro-intestinal malignancies, with a major contribution from the 2018
Radiation Oncology Honorary Fellow, Professor Maria Hawkins. Professor Hawkins presented on the
role of stereotactic body radiation therapy in gastro-intestinal malignancies, during a common key note
address session, shared with the 2018 Radiology Honorary Fellow, Professor Bernard F King. The clinical
educational component also benefited from the contribution of Dr Brian O’Neill (Consultant Radiation
Oncologist SLRON, Dublin), Dr Derek Power (Consultant Medical Oncologist, Cork University Hospital),
Dr Aisling Barry (Consultant Radiation Oncologist, Toronto, Canada, former Faculty Fellow) and Dr
Siofhra O Sullivan (Faculty Fellow, recipient of the 2017 Ipsen Travelling Fellowship). Two additional
sessions were proposed. One focused on the National development of the radiation oncology speciality,
with contributions from Dr Jerome Coffey (Director, Cancer Control Programme), Ms Eibhlin Mulroe
(CEO, Cancer Trials Ireland) and Professor Kerri Clough-Gorr (Director National Cancer Registry, Ireland).
The third session focused on technological advances in radiotherapy, for lung cancer radiotherapy (Dr
Pierre Thirion, Consultant Radiation Oncologist, SLRON, Dublin) and in proton therapy (Professor Karol
Sikora, Chief Medical officer, University of Buckingham Medical School, UK).
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RADIATION ONCOLOGY COMMITTEE
2018 Registrar’s Prize and Radiation Oncology Medals
The 2018 Registrar’s Prize took place during the Annual Scientific Meeting, in the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland, on 27th September 2018. Out of six shortlisted presentations, the winner was
Dr Emma Connolly, with the presentation “Risk-adapted Targit Intraoperative Radiotherapy in Early
Stage Breast Cancer: The Irish Experience,”, with the related medal awarded at the occasion of the
Friday Honorary Conferring ceremony. Dr Ronan McDermott was awarded the 2018 Research Medal
of Excellence in Evidence Based Medicine, for his review on the “Role of adjuvant radiotherapy in early
stage maxillary sinus cancer”.
Radiation Oncology National Training Co-ordinator
Dr Nazmy ElBeltagi was appointed the Radiation Oncology National Training Convenor at the end of
2018. Over the first 6 months in this role, he co-chaired the SpR Intake for July 2019 and led the SpR
Annual Assessments which were held in June 2019. I wish him lots of luck in his new post.
10th Radiation Oncology Annual Update Meeting
The Annual Radiation Oncology Update Meeting was held in Kilkenny in April 2018. This was the 10th
meeting and brought together clinicians involved in the specialty from across Ireland. It is extremely
well attended and functions as a forum for consultants to present the latest data and research from
the preceding year’s international radiation oncology conferences, trials and journals. The meeting
is generously sponsored by IPSEN pharmaceuticals, who also fund a senior trainee to undertake a
fellowship specialising in a particular area of interest, usually at an international centre. This year’s
recipient of that award (the Donal Hollywood Fellowship), was Dr Maeve Keys.

Dr Pierre Thirion
Chairperson
Radiation Oncology Committee
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

In the course of the academic year 2018/2019, full Part 1 and Part 2
radiology training courses were conducted by the Faculty in Kuwait.
This reflects the increased interest in radiology training among young
Kuwaiti doctors. The radiology training course in Kuwait is administered
by the Faculty, together with the Kuwait Faculty of Radiology and
its administrative arm in Kuwait is KIMS (Kuwait Institute of Medical
Specialisation). The course is directed by the Coordinator, Dr James
Masterson, together with the Kuwaiti Coordinator Dr Faisal Al Hajri.

Dr David McInerney

Dr James Masterson presenting the Najeeb Al Marzouk Medal for best Part 2B examination to Dr Faisal Al Banwan in Kuwait

Kuwaiti candidates have participated satisfactorily in Part 1 and Part 2 examinations. The Najib Al Marzouq Medal
for the best Part 2B examination candidate was awarded to Dr Faisal Al Banwan. There has been a smooth transition
from the former Part 2 examinations to the new Part 2A and 2B examinations in Kuwait. This is due to the hard work
and commitment of the Faculty examiners and Faculty officers. Annual assessments of Kuwaiti trainees were carried
out by Dr Masterson and Professor Max Ryan in May 2019. Ongoing discussions between the Faculty and Kuwaiti
authorities concerning the continuation and development of the training course took place during the year.
The post-Fellowship training programme has proved very popular with Kuwaiti trainee radiologists and more
than 10 are participating in Irish hospitals at present.
Five meetings of the International Affairs committee took place during the year. I would like to thank committee
members for their work and in particular, the Coordinator Dr James Masterson, ably assisted this year by Professor Max
Ryan. Thanks are also due to the Kuwaiti programme director Dr Faisal Al Hajri, Dr Tariq Sinan, Chairman of the Faculty
of Radiology in Kuwait, and Professor Mehraj Sheikh, Head of the Radiology Department of the University of Kuwait.
The Faculty also wishes to thank the many Irish radiologists who have participated in the programme throughout
the year. Newly appointed Irish radiologists are cordially invited to participate in the work of the International Affairs
committee. Training programme and committee members will be happy to discuss this at any time.
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Dr David McInerney
Chairperson International Affairs
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RADIATION PROTECTION COMMITTEE
REPORT 2018-2019
On 8th January 2019, the much-anticipated SI 256/2018 Basic Safety
Standards Legislation was finally enacted and much of the activities
of this committee were focused on the build- up to and the aftermath
of this new legislative environment. Subsequently, SI 30/2019 was
enacted by the Department of the Environment, concerned with
radiation workers and the general public, for which the EPA is the
competent authority. HIQA is the new competent authority concerned
with patient aspects and it has taken some time for the legislation to
embed. The specific definitions included were of high importance
and this committee had some concerns about the elimination of the
concept of the practitioner-in-charge, as well as how clinical governance
was to be maintained. Clinical responsibility has been devolved to the
Dr John Feeney
healthcare provider or undertaking and in many respects the legislation
is enabling, giving new powers to our radiography, non-radiologist/
radiation oncologist doctors and nursing colleagues. From the EPA point of view, it is certain that the new lens
dose limits will pose challenges for undertakings to ensure their interventional radiologists and cardiologists
are compliant with the terms of the legislation. Other aspects of the new legislation mean that general
radiography rooms are now registered rather than licensed and that dose sharing between institutions where
one works is now mandatory. Associate Professor Paddy Gilligan made a good job of distilling the elements
of the legislation to the attendees at the Spring Meeting in April and he remains a valuable asset to this
committee and Faculty. Drt Julie O’Brien chaired this committee for a number of months and we are grateful
for her contribution.
A new National Radiation Protection Committee has been convened by the HSE and the Faculty will have
representation on that. We continue to offer expert advice and engage with committees and regulators
developing guidance on the new legislation. Members of the committee and Faculty also contribute to the
European Society of Radiology Radiation Safety Committee and Eurosafe Imaging Programs.

Dr John Feeney, Chairperson, Radiation Protection Committee
& Professor Paddy Gilligan, Co-Chair, Radiation Protection Committee
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TRAINEE SUBCOMMITTEE
The Trainee Subcommittee has been part of the Faculty since May
2015. The subcommittee is composed of Radiology SpRs from each
training hospital and year of training. Three Radiation Oncology SpRs
also sit on the Trainee Subcommittee. A Trainee Subcommittee member
sits on each of the other Faculty committees, in order to provide formal
communication and representation of the trainees with the Faculty.
The goal is to allow trainee input into Faculty policy discussion and to
represent the interests of trainees at the Faculty level. It is a level of
input unique to all specialties in Ireland and is testament to the Faculty’s
commitment to ensuring the wellbeing of its trainees.
The work of the Trainee Subcommittee over the last twelve months
Dr Douglas Mulholland
includes a number of exciting initiatives. There was a focus placed on
working hours of trainees, in particular the current arrangements for
provision of on-call services. A survey of trainees was performed which found a change to current on-call
rosters would be welcome. The Trainee Subcommittee liaised with the Faculty and with trainees in the UK, to
establish what would be an optimal call roster. We also surveyed trainees to establish how current call rosters
impact on European Working Time Directive compliance.
This year, the Trainee Subcommittee for the first time took responsibility for obtaining feedback of Radiology
trainees’ experiences of their own particular training site. Traditionally, an end of year site satisfaction
survey has been performed and administered by the Faculty office. Going forward, this survey will be the
responsibility of the trainee subcommittee, with the results due to be presented at the Train the Trainers
meeting. This new responsibility should allow for trainees to offer greater feedback on the training
programme.
Following on from the workplace wellbeing survey last year, the committee performed an audit of tasks done
by registrars in each training site, which could be potentially re-designated to other staff grades. This would
allow trainees to focus further on their training and alleviate some of the issues described by the initial survey.
This audit allowed the committee to identify best practice within departments across the country and should
allow us to enhance the training experience for all Radiology registrars.
It has been a pleasure to have served as Chair of the Trainee Subcommittee and on the Education Committee
of the Faculty, in particular working alongside our current Dean and the National Training Coordinator. I would
like to thank Dr Colin O’Rourke, who served as Vice-Chair this year.
I am delighted to hand over the Chair to two trainees who will share the duties: Dr James Ryan and Dr
Stephen Liddy and their Vice Chair, Dr Michael Brassil. I wish them the very best for the next twelve months.
Finally, thank you to all of the members of the Trainee Subcommittee for their hard work throughout the year.
I hope the Trainee Subcommittee continues to provide a platform for trainees to participate and communicate
with the Faculty. The Trainee Subcommittee can be contacted at traineecommittee@radiology.ie.

Dr Douglas Mulholland
Chairperson
Trainee Subcommittee
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BREAST IMAGING
The past 10 years have seen enormous changes in the way breast
cancer services and breast imaging have been undertaken and
delivered in this country. This has resulted in much improved patient
access and outcomes. However, it has not been without its challenges,
particularly in managing the benign spectrum of breast disease, while
still seeing our cancer patients in a timely manner. We greatly
welcome the commitment by the NCCP to develop new referral
guidelines to the symptomatic breast service. The guidelines should be
published later this year and will serve as a robust tool for GPs and
should result in more rationalised referrals.
A half-day workshop chaired by Mr O’Sullivan was undertaken to
address the issue of family history. This is severely hampered by a lack
of funding at a national level, but it is hoped that a more streamlined
approach to family history patients in all of the breast units will lead to a
more equitable service across the country.

Dr Gormlaith Hargaden

Tomosynthesis has been widely available in BreastCheck for some time, but we are glad to see that this is
slowly being expanded to include the symptomatic service. This provides improved imaging for our patients
and will be particularly useful as a problem-solving tool.
In the wake of the cervical check controversy and subsequent medicolegal cases, the last year has been
extremely challenging for those of us working in breast imaging. We hope a path can be found that will enable
us to continue to deliver the best services for our patients, which will not be compromised by an unrealistic
legal backdrop.

Dr Gormlaith Hargaden
Breast Imaging Group
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CARDIAC IMAGING SUBGROUP
National
The Spring meeting was held in Belfast this year which, was a great
success. The theme was Thoracic Imaging which included some
great presentations on cardiac imaging.
There was an excellent study day on MRI safety held on November
15th, 2018 in the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, run by Professor
John Murray and his colleagues. It was very well-attended and
provided valuable information on scanning patients with devices.
The theme of the IMRIM meeting this year was Cardiovascular
MRI. We were very fortunate to have such breadth and high caliber
of speakers present, including Professor Russell Bull, who is the
current President of the BSCI.

Dr Julie O’Brien

Europe
The 2019 BSCI/BSCCT meeting took place in Cambridge. I would like to remind Faculty members that
they are eligible to join the BSCI/BSCCT. The European Society of Cardiac Radiology meeting 2018
was held in Geneva and as always, delivered a comprehensive review of cardiac CT and MRI as well
as current research. The next meeting will be held in Antwerp, October 2019. There is a continued
reduced rate for ESCR membership available for RSCI faculty members.
International
The International Day of Radiology 2018 was held on November 8th and the theme was Cardiac
Imaging. It was great to be involved. The International Day of Radiology 2019 will be held on
November 8th and this year’s theme is Sports Imaging (Musculoskeletal Radiology).
Society of Cardiovascular CT Winter meeting 2019
The SCCT winter meeting was held in Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin in January 2019. It was a
huge honour to host a meeting of such calibre.
The meeting surpassed expectations and was an extraordinary success with attendance by many of
the leading international experts in cardiac CT. I would like to sincerely thank all those who supported
the meeting locally, which contributed greatly to the overall success of the week.
Prior to the meeting, there was a 2-day course for Radiographers/Technologists, which had 57 attendees.
This was an amazing opportunity for radiographers to gain more knowledge from experts who practice in
the Brompton Hospital and to share their experiences as well. The feedback was excellent.
There was also a 4-day course for Level II training, which had 70 attendees. The course was run by experts
in the field of Cardiac CT and included excellent cases, using both Siemens and Terarecon platforms.
I am delighted that the meeting went so well and hopefully, we will be given the opportunity again in
the future. The next Winter meeting is to be held in Tel Aviv, Israel in January 2020.
The SCCT Annual Meeting 2019 will be held in Baltimore, Maryland on July 11-14 and the 2020
meeting is scheduled to take place in Seattle, Washington.
Cardiac MRI
The landmark MR-INFORM trial has been published in the New England Journal of Medicine, which will
no doubt increase the requirement for Cardiac perfusion imaging. The next SCMR meeting will be held
in Orlando in February 2020. The next BSCMR meeting will be held in Liverpool, with details TBC.
Cardiac imaging is a rapidly progressing field. There are hopes to formalise the subgroup in the future
and arrange study days. Please feel free to contact me with any suggestions.
Dr Julie O’Brien
Chairperson Cardiac Imaging Group
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INTERVENTIONAL RADIOLOGY REPORT
Securing specialty status will underpin Interventional Radiology’s
(IR) importance in modern medicine in Ireland, but also afford its
practitioners greater control over the future of their discipline.
A recently completed review by the Irish Medical Council has
resulted in a new application process for specialty recognition.
In April of 2019, the Board of the Faculty of Radiologists agreed
to apply to the Irish Medical Council for specialty status for IR.
The Irish Society of Interventional Radiology (ISIR) has brought
together a broad section of the national IR community to progress
the application for national recognition of IR.
IR teaching to fellows, registrars, medical students, nurses
and radiographers through university and faculty programs is
continuing. Our IR Fellows continue to follow the European
IR curriculum and sit the European Board of Interventional
Dr Colin Cantwell
Radiology (EBIR) as proof of competency. The Faculty purchased
an endovascular simulator in 2018, which was successfully
incorporated into the training for First, Third, Fourth and Fifth year SpRs in the 2018-19 year of
training. IR Skills Days were organised for these years by Professor Professor Anthony Ryan and Dr Ian
Brennan, using the simulator with success. The simulator will be further incorporated into the ongoing
IR curriculum revision, including a further skills day for Second years. Workplace based assessments
(DOPs) have been incorporated for non-vascular procedures into the Faculty’s Competency Based
Training and plans are afoot to introduce similar assessments for Vascular procedures in the near
future.
Many IR practitioners are engaging in the development of the specialty. Professor Michael Lee is a
past president of CIRSE, current chair of the Endovascular Subcommittee and member of the CIRSE
Board of Trustees and CIRSE Analgesia and Sedation Task Force and Honours Committee. He was
most recently elected to the presidency of the IR Division of the UEMS. Professor Gerard O’Sullivan
is a CIRSE 2019 Scientific Programme Committee member, EBIR council member and EBIR examiner.
Having served two years on the CIRSE membership committee, he was elected as Chair of the latter
for the term 2019-21.
Professor Anthony Ryan is the treasurer of the UEMS IR Division and Chair of the CIRSE Patient
Information Brochure Task Force. He is a member of CIRSE’s Education Grant Reviewing Committee
and was elected as a member of CIRSE’s Standards of Practice Committee for the term 2019-21. He
is also the IR Content Lead of the ESR’s Education on demand and serves on the Editorial Board of the
SIR’s IRQ. Dr Gerard Healy, IR Fellow at SVUH, serves as the Irish representative on CIRSE’s European
Trainee Forum.
Dr Colin Cantwell and Dr Peter Kennedy are the current and past presidents of the ISIR, respectively.
ISIR held successful meetings in March and November 2018 in Kilkenny and Dublin respectively.
The guest speaker in Kilkenny was Professor Franco Orsi from the European Oncology Institute in
Milan, who discussed renal cancer ablation. The guest speaker in Dublin was Dr Brian Stedman from
University Hospital Southampton, who discussed IR recognition. Dr Tony Geoghegan and Dr Siobhan
McGrane are the outgoing Honorary Secretary and Treasurers respectively of ISIR. They have now
passed their roles to Dr Ian Brennan and Dr Richard Lindsay respectively.
Professor Michael Lee and Professor Gerry O’ Sullivan organised another successful ESIR school on
Thrombolysis/Thrombectomy for DVT/PE in the RCSI on 15th - 16th February 2019.

Dr Colin Cantwell
Interventional Radiology Sub Group
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PAEDIATRIC RADIOLOGY
Paediatric Radiology had an exciting year in 2018/19, with many
developments on the clinical, research and education fronts.
The European Course Paediatric Radiology Chest was held in
Dublin in 2018. The Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland was the
venue for the recent ECPR course attended by 184 delegates.
Twenty-one speakers from paediatric radiology departments across
Europe delivered superb lectures, covering topics ranging from
antenatal chest imaging, the neonatal chest, paediatric neck and
thorax imaging to congenital cardiac radiology. Over half of the
attendees took the end of course assessment exam, a necessary
component of the new European Diploma in Paediatric Radiology.
It was a great success and the paediatric subgroup and the Faculty
of Radiologists are very grateful to the hard work of Dr Eilish
Twomey and Dr Annie Paterson for organising and delivering
such a superb conference in Dublin. The next ECPR covers the
paediatric abdomen and will take place in Utrecht from the 16th18th of October 2019.

Dr Gabrielle Colleran

Europaediatrics was held in Dublin in the Convention Centre from the 13-15th of June. Dr Stephanie
Ryan presented a broad ranging Meet the Experts session entitled, “Which Test is Best”. She and Dr
Colleran also supported Dr Ciannait Lehane, a new Radiology SpR, in presenting some of her Masters
theses on DMSA and Ultrasound in children at this conference.
The third Dublin hip course was held in the Rotunda in April, organised by Dr Ailbhe Tarrant and Dr
Sally Scott with Dr Thara Persaud, CHI at Tallaght on Faculty. Drs Ailbhe Tarrant and Thara Persaud are
Faculty for the UK annual hip course in Cardiff and both sit on the international taskforce for infant hip
ultrasound, with a publication from the group this year in the European journal of hip ultrasound.
Dr Gabrielle Colleran gave an invited presentation on Fetal body MRI at the ESPR conference in
Helsinki in May and now sits on the ESPR Taskforce for Fetal MRI. She will present on Placental
imaging on the upcoming SPR Fetal Imaging Course, which will be held at Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from the 12th-15th of September 2019. The course will
cover Fetal imaging, placental imaging and post mortem imaging and is an excellent opportunity for
all with an interest in Fetal and post mortem imaging.
The neonatal brain consortium network led by Professor Eleanor Molloy has established a
collaboration with the CHI paediatric radiology team with Drs Byrne, Colleran and Ryan involved in
active projects in MR evaluation of hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy. SpRs interested in perinatal
neuroimaging should contact any of the above consultants.
The work of integrating the three paediatric radiology departments within Children’s Health Ireland
(CHI) - Crumlin, Temple Street and Tallaght - has continued throughout the year. Dr Stephanie Ryan
and Dr Aisling Snow have coordinated a team of over 50 staff members, including radiologists,
radiographers, nurses, physicists and administrative staff that has met monthly. The larger group is
comprised of small task oriented subgroups dealing with modality alignment, education & research,
workforce, infrastructure, IT (NIMIS, EHR), quality, radiology day unit, MRI safety and paediatric
interventional radiology. Each subgroup is working on reviewing and aligning current practices, and
planning a detailed future Model of Care. A separate project team coordinated by CHI and the NIMIS
National Team has almost completed work on a CHI instance of NIMIS, which will bring Crumlin and
Temple Street PACS systems into alignment. This is due to go live in September. The past 12 months
have also seen the CHI radiation safety committee (RSC) officially set up as a statutory entity and
taking over radiation safety issues previously under review by a subgroup of the integration team.
Individual on-site RSCs will continue to function at the three existing sites, until the services at these
locations move to the new hospital.
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PAEDIATRIC RADIOLOGY
Drs Angela Byrne and Gabrielle Colleran, the Education leads for CHI at TSCUH and OLCHC are
working with CHI, NDTP and the Faculty of Radiologists to develop a sustainable pipeline of specialist
paediatric radiologists and radiologists with subspecialty interest and general radiologist core
competency in paediatrics. This work is in its early stages but represents exciting opportunities for all
involved in the provision of paediatric radiology services. The paediatric subcommittee is very grateful
to the Dean, Dr Niall Sheehy and the Education Committee as a group, for approving the increase to
10 weeks of the Paediatric Radiology training module.
PIR news: Drs Siobhan Hoare and David Rea lead a CHI process involving an External Review of
Paediatric Interventional Radiology across CHI at Temple Street and Crumlin, with a view to making
recommendations to grow and develop a service fit for the NCH. It took place on Wed 1st of May,
across Temple Street and Crumlin with a ‘lunch & learn’ session at CHI offices in Herbeton. There was
good attendance by clinicians, who spoke of their unmet needs when it came to accessing imageguided procedures for their patients, including image-guided biopsies and minimally invasive vascular
access. Reference was made to opportunities for joint appointments with adult IR’s and training
opportunities for IR fellows. The report is now complete and awaiting review by CHI executive.
CHI paediatric radiology unveiled a first of its kind collaboration with Disney/Pixar, which has seen x-rays
of Toy Story characters approved for use as wall vinyls and reward stickers in our radiology departments.
There have been many happy kids and staff as a result and the initiative is now also open for use
elsewhere on request - for more info email aisling.snow@olchc.ie. These innovative, child- centred
projects have significant patient impact and the paediatric subcommittee is very grateful to Dr Aisling
Snow for translating this project into clinical practice. Other clinical news includes the introduction of
Dexa scanning in CHI at Temple Street and the opening of the EOS unit in CHI at Crumlin.
The Paediatric Radiology Subcommittee will formally meet as a group at the ASM again this year. This
is a key forum for clinical collaboration and integration. The Paediatric Radiology model of care for
the country is near completion, with particular emphasis on the managed clinical networks, in line with
our other specialty colleagues, so that children can continue to receive care closer to their homes,
whenever possible. The paediatric subcommittee is very grateful to Dr Eoghan Laffan for his work on
this essential project.
All in all, it has been a great year! The arrivals of Dr Siobhan Hoare and Dr Yusra Sheikh in CHI at
Temple Street and Dr Eoghan Laffan in CHI at Crumlin with appointments of Dr Eimear Joyce, who will
join CHI at Crumlin and Dr Anna Smyth, who will join CHI at Temple Street are very welcome! There has
never been a more exciting time to be involved in paediatric radiology and all trainees with an interest
are very much encouraged to get involved in research and clinical activities across the CHI sites.

Dr Gabrielle Colleran
Paediatric Sub Committee
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IRISH HEART FOUNDATION COUNCIL ON STROKE
The focal point for the year for the Council on Stroke in the Irish
Heart Foundation, is the annual stroke meeting at Croke Park
in April. The meeting was very successful as usual, with a large
attendance across all specialities involved in management of
stroke patients. There were excellent guest speakers, as well
as presentation and posters regarding the excellent work being
performed in stroke care around Ireland. Radiology and in
particular interventional neuroradiology were well represented at
the meeting and in fact, projects from the National Thrombectomy
Service won both the best presentation and best poster awards.
Dr Emma Griffin, Research Registrar in Neuroradiology at
Beaumont Hospital, won a prize for her talk entitled “Drip, Ship
Retrieve and Leave; an approach to the regional management
of acute ischaemic stroke patients requiring thrombectomy”.
Roisin Walsh, Neuroradiology Research Nurse and Clinical Service
Development Manager, won best poster prize for the National
QI Project regarding improving Door to Decision time requiring
thrombolysis and thrombectomy in under 30 minutes.

Dr John Thornton

A major role of the Irish Heart Foundation is in advocacy. Aware of the ongoing lack of funding from
the HSE for the National Thrombectomy Service and the urgent need for replacement of an aging and
failing angiography suite in Beaumont Hospital as well as the requirement for a second bi-plane angio
lab, they organised a protest at the gates of Beaumont Hospital, on 29th October 2018. The protest
was carried out by Irish Heart Foundation survivors of stroke, to draw public attention to the high level
of risk associated with the potential unavailability of an interventional neuroradiology service for most
of the country for patients with acute stroke and subarachnoid haemorrhage. The protest received
good attention through the national news media and indeed on the Joe Duffy show. The Irish Heart
Foundation also supports through its advocacy, the questing of the Government regarding its lack of
funds to the service through Dail questions.
Increased information is now available to the public regarding thrombectomy through the Heart
Foundation website: www.irishheart.ie
The National Thrombectomy Service continues to treat increasing numbers of patients from all around
the country with acute large vessel occlusion ischaemic stroke. In 2018, 381 presented or were
referred to Beaumont (330) and CUH (51) for thrombectomy. We do know however, that this still falls
short of half the number of patients who should be treated annually but which, the system of care
does not yet facilitate diagnosis and processing of patients in an adequate timeframe. The National
Thrombectomy Service through Beaumont Hospital in conjunction with RCPI and RCSI, continues
to run a Quality Improvement Programme in which almost all hospitals participate, with the goal of
achieving door to decision times of under 30 minutes.
The ultimate target is that for every patient with suspected acute ischaemic stroke coming into any
hospital in the county, rapid clinical and radiological assessment will be performed coming to a
decision within 30 minutes as to whether the patient is to be transferred or not to Beaumont Hospital
or CUH for thrombectomy. Once this is achieved, then the ambulance service can be asked to wait
with the patient, having brought them in to hospital until a decision is a made and if transfer is
required, that the same ambulance crew would then transport the patient on to Beaumont/CUH. In a
pilot project, this is being achieved in Naas General Hospital.

Dr John Thornton
Consultant Interventional Neuroradiologist Clinical Stroke Lead &
Director of the National Thrombectomy Service
Beaumont Hospital
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NUCLEAR MEDICINE
Irish Nuclear Medicine Association
The Irish Nuclear Medicine Association held a joint meeting with
the British Nuclear Medicine Society(BNMS), in November. Held in
Dublin, the meeting was very well- attended and was the first joint
meeting with the BNMS in over 30 years. The headline topic was
musculoskeletal Nuclear Medicine and the new roles of SPECT/CT
bone imaging were discussed.
At this meeting and a separate EANM meeting, the issues
around radioisotope supply in the setting of a “hard” Brexit
were discussed. Most vendor companies are familiar with the
issues, with supply chains likely to be adjusted depending on
the circumstances. This however, will lead to some higher supply
costs.
Dr Martin O Connell
The issues around providing new Radiotracers for PET/CT imaging
have been discussed with a number of vendors and the Health
Product Regulatory Authority(HPRA). Issues mainly centre around
the provision of Gallium 68 PSMA PET/CT services in Ireland for prostate carcinoma restaging.
Unfortunately, there has been very little engagement from the National Cancer Control Program
(NCCP) on this. Gallium PET provides unique challenges to individual departments, particularly to
Medical Physics.

There is a lack of development of Radiochemistry as a speciality in Ireland and this is likely to need to
change in the near future. There is little to no radiopharmaceutical clinical research in Ireland.
F18 PSMA may become available on the Irish market soon. There are challenges around regulatory
approval, given that there is less data about this product at present compared to Gallium 68 PSMA.
This has the advantage of being manufactured at a central source and could be sent to all PET centers
in Ireland.
In the medium term, Nuclear Medicine departments need to look at the provision of Radioisotope
therapy services. A wider range of more complex radioisotope therapies for cancer are becoming
available. The demand for future products such as Lu177 PSMA therapy for prostate carcinoma may
be significant and will need to be delivered in more than one centre. Major pharmaceutical companies
have acquired the rights to a number of these products and this will lead to a higher cost of therapy,
equivalent to novel chemotherapeutic agent costs. There may be a role for proleptic appointment of
specialists to develop further radioisotope therapy services.
A report on the model of care for Nuclear Medicine was submitted to form part of the HSE model of
care for Radiology. This will need some updating before final submission.
The Irish Nuclear Medicine Association will plan to hold its annual meeting in November. The
Association is open to Radiology and Nuclear Medicine physicians, Radiographers, Medical Physicists
and Industry representatives and has over 100 members.

Dr Martin O Connell
Chairperson of the Irish Nuclear Medicine Association
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UEMS IR DIVISION DELEGATE REPORT
Professor Michael Lee and Professor Anthony Ryan were the Irish
delegates to the IR Division of the UEMS for the year 2018-19. At
the last meeting held in Lisbon in September 2018, Professor Lee
was elected President and Dr Ryan was elected Treasurer of the
Division. Professor Jim Reekers from Amsterdam stepped down
as President and was elected Secretary. In March 2019, Paulo Ricci
was re-elected as UEMS Radiology Section President.
At the UEMS-ESR Leadership Meeting, discussions were held
regarding CIRSE acquiring ‘Trusted Provider’ status for CME
activities, which would mean that each individual event run by
CIRSE would not have to be individually approved on each
occurrence. It is anticipated that this approval will proceed.
The UEMS Advisory Board and UEMS Council endorsed the
European Training Requirements (ETRs) in Interventional
Neuroradiology.

Professor Anthony Ryan

In 2017, the UEMS IR Division blocked the Standards of Practice
in Interventional Neuroradiology - Consensus document from the ESNR/ESMINT/UEMS, ESNR draft
which had been created by the UEMS Neuroradiology (NR) Division in collaboration with ESMINT
and other societies, as it had excluded Interventional Radiologists. The NR Division then revised
the document in line with the changes requested by the IR Division. The IR Division subsequently
confirmed its endorsement of the revised document, for which it also received backing from the CIRSE
Board and the UEMS Council endorsed this document in May 2019.
The next UEMS IR Division Meeting with Delegates will take place on the occasion of CIRSE 2019 in
Barcelona.

Professor Anthony Ryan
UEMS IR Division Delegate Report
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ESR EDUCATION COMMITTEE
The ESR Education committee chaired by Dr Carlo Catalano, Rome,
has revised and published a new Undergraduate Training Curriculum
in radiology, which is available for download from the ESR website. In
October 2018, the European Training Curriculum was officially endorsed
by the UEMS, following a few amendments they had requested, including
homogenisation of the curriculum (each individual chapter to have a short
introductory paragraph). The UEMS had also requested a definition for
the term ‘general radiology’, which was provided by Dr. Adrian P. Brady
(Current Chair of the ESR’s Quality, Safety and Standards Committee and
former Dean of the Faculty of Radiologists, RCSI): ‘By general radiology,
it is meant basic radiology training in all different subspecialties, without
a specialized focus on training in any of them’. The UEMS was particularly
impressed with the revisions, such that they have requested that the ESR
provide them with a template, which could be shared with other medical
specialties when composing their curricula. Revisions of Level I-II and III are
scheduled for the summer of 2019, with the aim of being published at ECR
2020.

Professor Anthony Ryan

The Board of the Radiology Trainees Forum is being restructured to include more members and observer members
(including non-European residents and European resident organisations), and will be chaired by an academic
radiologist. In addition to revising and publishing the Undergraduate curriculum, the Undergraduate Education
subcommittee also prepared a paper entitled, ‘New approaches to Undergraduate Teaching in Radiology’, which
will be published in a forthcoming issue of Insights into Imaging.
The E-Learning subcommittee, chaired by Sue Barter, continues to develop and expand the ‘education on
demand’ online learning platform with an increasing number of users (currently over 8,000), and of users taking the
self-assessment tests, spikes of activity coinciding with the run up to the EDiR examination. Over 100 new modules
have been uploaded to the platform in 2018 and there are currently 30 self-assessment modules in the process
of being uploaded. Sixty lectures were recorded separately at ECR 2019, to provide further learning material. To
continue the expansion of the number of available modules, in 2019, ESOR scholars have been asked to write selfassessment modules as part of their scholarship. The old online platform was closed at the end of 2018 and all useful
materials transferred to the new platform (operated by TalentLMS). The content is now categorised as courses and
no longer as modules, with the larger courses split into parts and 440 courses are available on the new platform.
The European Training Assessment Programme (ETAP) 2.0. a joint venture of the EBR and the Radiological Section
of the UEMS, remains available to training centres across Europe, to evaluate training effectiveness and demonstrate
training value of individual training centres. The programme is a 4-step process, completed fully online: (1) evaluation
of the documentation – the department apply via the EBR website, which is then assessed based on the eligibility
criteria. If eligible, they are requested to provide all relevant documentation and complete the questionnaires; (2)
video and report – a video of the facilities and equipment, and a written report about the equipment (including
brands, models years, etc.); (3) online interviews with the head of the department, tutors, residents and other staff
radiologists; (4) the certification – silver, gold or platinum, which is valid for 5 years. Since the official launch of the
new platform in July 2018, there have been three assessments. The University Hospital Basel (platinum), King’s
College Hospital – London (platinum) and Hospital Clinic Barcelona (gold). Of note, individual centres are assessed,
meaning that the Faculty’s Training Programme cannot be assessed as a whole.
EDiR: 2,770 candidates have sat the exam in total. In 2018, there were over 800 candidates and for 2019, the
EDiR will offer 865 places. The overall pass rate is around 71%. Most candidates are from Poland (532), as the EDiR
is equivalent to the national Polish board examination. The EDiR is also equivalent to the image interpretation
section of the Finnish national examination. In the Netherlands, to be able to practice, the candidates must pass
either the national board examination or the EDiR. The exam has a 3-part structure, entirely computer based,
each part lasting 90 minutes: (1) Multiple Response Questions, (2) Short Cases, (3) Clinically Oriented Reasoning
Evaluation. In 2019, there will be exams in India, Turkey, Spain, Sweden, Austria, France and Russia. National
societies, heads of departments and training institutions are eligible for a 20% discount on registration fees.
Professor Anthony Ryan
ESR Educational Committee
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ESR ACTIVITIES FOR FACULTY OF RADIOLOGISTS
All Fellows and trainees of the Faculty of Radiologists are entitled to
the benefits of membership of the European Society of Radiology
(paid for by the Faculty), and I would encourage everybody to
activate their membership if they have not already done so, via the
ESR website (www.myesr.org). The ESR is now the largest radiology
society in the world, with over 100,000 members from 163 countries.
The benefits of active membership include:
• R
 educed registration fees for the European Congress of
Radiology (ECR) in Vienna. Next year’s Congress will take place
from March 11th to 15th 2020, under the Presidency of Professor
Boris Brkljačić (who will receive Honorary Fellowship of the Faculty
during our 2019 ASM).
• T
 he “Invest in the Youth”programme provides free ECR
Dr Adrian Brady
registration & and accommodation voucher for 1000 young
professionals every year, and is open for application to trainees who are active ESR members, and who
submit a scientific paper or poster for ECR (details at https://www.myesr.org/congress/rising-stars). This
is an excellent way for trainees to attend and participate in ECR at low cost.
• F
 ree access to all contents of Education on Demand, the ESR’s e-learning platform (with the opportunity
to earn CME credits).
• E
 ligibility to participate in the European Diploma in Radiology (EDiR) exam. Agreement was reached
between Faculty and ESR officers during ECR 2018 to allow our SpRs attempt the EDiR exam during the
second half of their third year of training. This is a major concession on the part of the European Board
of Radiology (EBR), relative to their usual rule that candidates may only sit the exam on completion of
training (i.e. after 5 years). Irish SpRs are now able to sit the EDiR during ECR of their third year, prior to
sitting the FFRRCSI Part 2 exam, allowing them to use the EDiR exam as an interim goal for preparation,
and as a benchmark in tier FFR preparation. There is an exam fee, but those sitting the exam during
ECR receive free registration for the Congress. All Irish trainees preparing for FFR should consider also
sitting the EDiR, and to use the opportunity to also attend that year’s ECR
• Access to Eurorad, the ESR’s large online peer-reviewed teaching database
• F
 ree electronic access to European Radiology, Insights into Imaging and European Radiology
Experimental, the ESR’s three journals.
• C
 overage of article processing charges for articles published in Insights into Imaging & European
Radiology Experimental. The three Society journals offer excellent opportunities for Irish radiologists to
publish their research work.
Through its many Committees and Subcommittees, the ESR is very active on a European and worldwide
basis in educational, professional and political issues affecting the practice of radiology. The society
publishes guidelines and position papers regularly which are relevant to Irish radiologists. An exhaustive
list of current and recent activities would be prohibitive, but examples which may be of interest to Faculty
Members & Fellows include:
• T
 he ESR engaged very strongly with the European Medicines Agency during the recent controversy
relating to brain deposits secondary to the use of gadolinium linear chelates in MRI. The result was a
significant softening of the restrictions imposed on these substances, relative to those initially proposed.
• G
 DPR – guide for radiologists published in 2017, which explains the relevant issues and responsibilities
(Insights Imaging (2017) 8:295–299. DOI 10.1007/s13244-017-0552-7).
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• A
 rtificial Intelligence – position paper published in March 2019 (Insights into Imaging (2019);10:44. DOI:
10.1186/s13244-019-0738-2). The European School of Radiology (ESOR) held a premium event about
AI in Radiology in Barcelona in April 2019. All of the content from this 2-day conference is available for
viewing on the ESOR website.
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• Clinical Audit – A second (2019) edition of the ESR Clinical Audit Tool (Esperanto) is available online
(https://www.myesr.org/quality-safety/clinical-audit). This document explains the audit process, and
provides many templates for suggested audits, which will assist radiologists in their statutory duty to
perform audit annually.
• European Basic Safety Standards (BSS) Directive (2013/59/Euratom) – this EU Directive is now
transposed into Irish law, and changes the responsibilities of professionals using ionising radiation. A
summary of the new regulations was published by the ESR in 2015 (Insights Imaging (2015) 6:411–417.
DOI 10.1007/s13244-015-0410-4). Earlier this year, we also published a white paper on how to deal with
accidental and unintended exposure in radiology (doi: 10.1186/s13244-019-0691-0).
• Other issues currently active (many with associated publications) include:
o Value-based imaging (DOI 10.1007/s13244-017-0566-1). Further multi-society paper in preparation
o Patient safety (DOI: 10.1186/s13244-019-0721-y) – joint project with European Federation of
Radiographer Societies
o Clinical Decision Support (Referral Guidelines) – ESR iGuide (https://www.myesr.org/esriguide)
o Ultrasound fusion imaging (https://doi.org/10.1186/s13244-019-0692-z)
o Mobile devices in radiology (Insights into Imaging (2018);9:247-251)
o Ethics in AI in Radiology – joint paper with RSNA, ACR & CAR in preparation – due for publication
November 2019
The European School of Radiology (www.esor.org) offers a large number of educational opportunities
for radiologists in training, and those who have completed training, comprising courses, tutorials,
seminars and Fellowship programmes. Application for these programmes is open to Irish ESR
members (including SpRs). Many of the ESOR educational activities can also be accessed online.
These represent only a small subset of ESR activities. I would urge all Irish radiologists to view the
ESR as a resource which offers them support and opportunities. The Society has strong cooperative
arrangements with national radiology societies, including the Faculty of Radiologists, and Irish ESR
members should make use of the benefits of their membership. Many Irish radiologists are already
involved in ESR activities, through participation in educational activities, committee and subcommittee
membership and ECR participation. Any interested Irish radiologist can become an active participant
in ESR activities.
Please feel free to contact me for any further information on ESR activities.

Dr Adrian Brady
Chair, ESR Quality, Safety & Standards Committee
Member, ESR Executive Council
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ESR RESEARCH COMMITTEE
The purpose of the committee includes, fostering cooperation
between different research disciplines and between research
organisations; the provision of recommendations for
radiologists engaged in research and innovation; research
education and to provide strategic research recommendations
for the ESR Executive Council.
Several reports were presented by subcommittees to the ESR
research committee 2019.
Professor Olivier Clément, the outgoing Chairman of the
committee, summarized the research committee’s activities
for the past year. These included publication of the results
of the 2017 survey into Imaging in Europe, which have been
Dr Owen J. O’Connor
published on the ESR website. A survey of randomised
imaging trials was conducted by Professor Marc Dewey, who
is the incoming Chairman of the research committee. The ESR Minimum Information about Biobank
Data Sharing (MIABIS)-DICOM Working Group has been collaborating with The European Institute
for Biomedical Imaging Research (EIBIR), to establish 10-30 image collection descriptions in order
to demonstrate the utility of imaging biobanks, particularly in relation to artificial intelligence and
machine learning. Professors Gabriel Krestin and Bernard Gibaud are currently working with EIBIR to
create an online database.
Professor Clément also provided an update on the status of the ESR’s collaboration with the European
Respiratory Society (ERS), which has entailed the preparation of two papers related to lung cancer. A
paper on lung cancer screening, led by Professor Hans Ulrich Kauczor (ESR) and Dr Mina Gaga (ERS)
provides an update on the ESR’s 2015 position paper. Currently under review, it is anticipated that
this paper will be published jointly in European Radiology and The European Respiratory Journal. The
second ERS-led paper studied stage 1A lung cancer and is being drafted.
The ESR Research Committee was involved in two joint sessions at the ECR 2019: The European
Imaging Biomarkers Alliance (EIBALL) joint session: ‘Imaging Biomarkers and their combinations in the
era of artificial intelligence’; and The Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources research InfrastructureEuropean Research Infrastructure Consortium (BBMRI-ERIC) joint session: ‘Will the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) hamper the secondary use of clinical imaging data for research?’. This
is an important issue, since to date there has been no informed consent for secondary use of clinical
data, e.g. imaging biobanks. This is a critical issue threatening the conduction of research throughout
Europe.
The achievements of the EIBALL subcommittee were presented by Professor N de Souza. The
establishment, standardization and education pertaining to imaging biomarkers have been progressed
with the creation of an inventory for imaging biomarkers, in collaboration with the European
Organization for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC). The development of an openly available
anatomically based biomarker list maintained on the ESR website is underway. A paper outlining the
use of biomarkers as decision support tools is in the final stages of drafting and will be submitted for
publication shortly. A further position paper on the standardization and validation of biomarkers is
also close to completion. It is envisaged that a workshop on biomarkers will be hosted in the future, to
provide educational support.
The strategic research agenda of The European Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research (EIBIR) was
presented by its scientific director Professor Krestin. EIBIR is a limited not-for-profit company owned
by the ESR, which supports collaboration and research in Europe. The research agenda is available
on the EIBIR website and was published in Insights into Imaging (January 2019). Professor Krestin
summarised EIBIR’s seven current projects and outlined projects in the pipeline. Open and upcoming
calls to tender were also outlined.
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ESR RESEARCH COMMITTEE
An overview of the 2018 survey into randomized imaging trails was presented by Professor Marc
Dewey. The results of this study have been published online in European Radiology during February
2019 as a paper entitled: ‘Clinical Trials in radiology and data sharing: results from a survey of the
European Society of Radiology (ESR) research committee’. The paper reported a response rate of
30% from 29 countries, documenting that radiologists are involved in over 460 randomised clinical
trials and are first or last authors in over 40% of cases. Respondents were open to data sharing, but
highlighted data protection and ethical issues, as well as lack of a sharing platform to this practice at
present. The guide-IT data-sharing project was announced as a potential solution to these challenges.
With consideration of the objectives of the research committee: to promote the development of
imaging biobanks and intelligent tools, as well as provide guidelines, four grand research challenges
for clinical imaging were announced following delegate feedback. These four challenges are: increasing
evidence levels, enhancing global collaboration, improving research reporting and promotion of
sharing of trial data. The 2020 priorities will include creation of a data-sharing platform for imaging trial
data, research seed grants for the development of intelligent image analysis tools and the ESR/EIBIR
sub-specialty guideline initiative. The guide-IT initiative has been created to establish a data-sharing
platform which can improve data control, increased publication and lead to practice guidelines.

Dr Owen J. O’Connor
Chairperson ESR Committee
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ESR RADIOLOGY TRAINEES FORUM
As the European Society of Radiology (ESR) Irish trainee representative and a Radiology Trainees Forum
(RTF) Board member, on behalf of the Faculty of Radiologists, Ireland, I attended the annual European
Congress of Radiology (ECR) held in Vienna, Austria, which took place from 27th Feb 2019 to 3rd Mar 2019.
The RTF’s objective is to represent the interests of radiology trainees within the ESR, especially with regard
to education, careers, research and exchange programmes. The RTF’s most important goal is to provide an
equal level of radiological knowledge and skills for radiology trainees all over Europe.
I attended the RTF Board meeting on Wednesday, 27th February 2019 and the delegates meeting
on Friday, 1st March 2019. Both meetings were chaired by Dr Atis Svare. The RTF board has been
restructured, it will have an academic radiologist as chairperson and will include more members, including
European resident associations, ex-officio members and non-European observers. Non-European
observers will bring a global picture and encourage sharing of ideas. The issue of higher fees for ECR
attendance of trainees above the age of 35 was raised, an issue that will become more common with the
increasing number of Irish graduate entry medicine students. Dr Maja Marolt-Mušič was introduced as the
new RTF chairperson.
During the delegates meeting there were updates from the ESR Education Committee Board, European
Board of Radiology (EBR), European Training Assessment Programme (ETAP), ESR Undergraduate
Education Subcommittee, European School of Radiology (ESOR) Steering Committee and ESR Research
Committee Board.
More than eight hundred candidates sat the European Diploma in Radiology EDiR in 2018 and eight
hundred and sixty five places will be offered in 2019. It is fully computerised and comprises of multiple
choice questions, short cases and clinically oriented reasoning evaluation (CORE) cases. The overall pass
rate for the examination is 71%. Multiple tools are available to prepare for the examination, including
the EDiR mobile app and blog and a planned eBook. Examination locations include Vienna, New Delhi,
Istanbul, Barcelona, Sweden, Paris, Vienna and Moscow.
ETAP continues to develop and with the launch of ETAP 2.0 the whole process is now online, efficient and
user-friendly. They provide a certificate of excellence for Radiology Training Centres in Europe and beyond.
There are three levels of certification: Silver, Gold and Platinum, which are valid for a period of 5 years.
The ETAP programme is no longer part of the Education Committee but stands alone as an independent
project within the EBR.
The Undergraduate Education subcommittee have published the newly revised U-level curriculum online.
The Level I-II curriculum is due for a complete revision in 2019 for release in 2020.
The “RTF survey report on workplace satisfaction, ESR education, mobility and stress level” was published
in Insights into Imaging in October 2018. The RTF board are finalising and will soon distribute a new survey
to members on education in safety issues and expect a report will be published in Insights into Imaging.
There was a high interest in the Rising Stars program for ECR 2019 with 1,100 residents accepted, (the
highest number ever) and given free registration and an accommodation voucher.
The excellent RTF Quiz presented by Dr J. Vilar and Dr J. Cáceres and highlighted lectures are aimed at
trainees and the lecture theatres were full. I highly recommend that trainees attending future ECRs should
add them to their diaries.
ECR 2019 was the 25th Congress held in Vienna and an attendance record breaker with 23,239 onsite
delegates and 30,259 total delegates (online and onsite).

Dr Eoin O’Malley
SpR Representative, Faculty of Radiologists
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MEDAL WINNERS WHICH WILL BE AWARDED
ASM SEPT 2019 & HAUGHTON MEDAL
First Place Final Fellowship FFR Medal (Nov 2018 – 2 winners this year)
Dr Simon Clifford, SVUH
Dr Stephen Liddy, TUH
Prof. Max J Ryan Medal (May 2019) First Place Primary FFR
Dr. Conor Hickie, TUH
Fielding Medal 2019
Fast acquisition abdominal MRI study for the investigation of suspected acute appendicitis in
paediatric patients
Aoife Feeley
Practice Based Learning: Edward Malone Medal 2019
Autologous blood patching post CT guided lung biopsy - evidence of reduced complication rates?
John Duignan, St Vincent’s University Hospital (Winner PBL)
Radiological Society of Ireland Medal 2019 (Combined Spring Meeting 2019 – Best Poster)
Audit of Clinician Response to Radiology Alerts for Chest Radiographs in 2018
Dr Kevin Sheahan, Department of Radiology, Cork University Hospital
Clinical Audit HSE Prize 2019
‘Catching the tube’
Confirmation of safe NG tube placement-the duties of the radiology department.
Dr Gerard Lambe, St James’s Hospital (Prize Winner)
RAMI/Registrar’s Prize Sept 2019 (to be awarded at the ASM Dinner)
Dr Najeeb F Al Marzouk Medal (Nov 2018) (for the Final Fellowship Examination in Kuwait) Dr Faisal Al Banwanb
St Luke’s Registrars Prize Medal 2019 (Research Medal) to be awarded at the ASM Dinner
St Luke’s SLRON Excellence in Evidence Based Medicine Award 2019 to be awarded at the ASM Dinner
St Luke’s SLRON Best Poster at Radiation Oncology ASM 2019 to be awarded at the ASM Dinner
Haughton Medal 2019 (To be presented to Dr. Giles Boland, Honorary Fellow at Haughton Lecture at ASM)
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SNAPSHOTS FROM 2018 ASM

MEDAL WINNERS
AT THE 2018 ASM

L-R: Dr Gerard Lambe, Dr. Anthony Cullen, Dr Emma Connolly,
Prof Max Ryan Dean of the Faculty, Ms Samantha Keeling, Dr
Ronan McDermott, Dr. Amy O’Brien, Dr. Ciaran Redmond, Dr.
Ailbhe McDermott.

2018 ASM
HONORARY
FELLOWS
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Dr. Niall Sheehy, Dr. Bernard F. King, Professor Max Ryan, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists,
RCSI, Professor Maria Hawkins, Dr. Carol McGibney
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L-R Professor Bernard F King and Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean Elect

L-R Professor Maria Hawkins,
and Dr Carol McGibney

L-R Dr John Healy & Professor
Max Ryan, Dean, Faculty of
Radiologists
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L-R Professor John Cockburn and
Professor Max Ryan, Dean, Faculty
of Radiologists

Professor Max Ryan,
Dean, Faculty of
Radiologists & Family
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L-R Dr Ailbhe
McDermott,
Dr Kheshwant Gill,
Dr John Fitzpatrick,
Dr Jack Power,
Dr Paul Foran,
Dr Alexandra Murphy,
Dr Mark Sheehan
(Diagnostic)
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L-R Dr Ian Murphy, Prof Max Ryan, Dr Claire Crowley, Dr William Ramsden, Dr Erick Remer,
Dr Bernard King (Diagnostic)

L-R Dr Moya Cunningham, Dr Orla
McArdle, Professor Maria Hawkins,
Dr Orlaidh Burke, Dr Emma
Connolly, Dr Pierre Thirion,
Dr Julianne O’Shea, Dr Ronan
Joyce, Dr Killian Nugent and Dr Neil
Wallace (Radiation Oncolology)

L-R Professor John G.
Armstrong, Dr. Lorraine
Walsh, Dr. Alex Boychak
(Radiation Oncology)
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FACULTY OF RADIOLOGISTS ORGANISATION CHART

Dean
(2 Year Term)

Office Staff
1 WTE Executive Officer
3.5 WTE Radiology
Programme Support

Officers
Honorary Secrtary
Honorary Treasurer
Vice-Dean

Dean-Emeritus/Dean-Elect
(Alternate years)

Board

Scientific &
Research
Committee

Radiation
Protection
Committee

International
Affairs
Committee

Finance &
General
Purposes/
Management
Advisory
Committeee

Subgroups
Breast Subgroup
Cardiac Subgroup
Information Technology
Subgroup
Nuclear Medicine Subgroup
Paediatric Subgroup
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PCS & Quality
Assurance
Committee

National
Educational
Coordinator
0.1 WTE

Radiation
Oncology
Committee

Trainee
SubCommittee

Education
Committee

Fellowship
Advisory
Committee

National
Educational
Coordinator
0.1 WTE

Education
Development
Officer
0.1 WTE
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MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
2018-2019
EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Dr Angela Byrne
Dr Carol McGibney
Chief Part 1 Examiner
Dr Josephine Barry
Chief Part 2 Examiner
Dr Eric Heffernan
Dr Ian Brennan
National Training Co-ordinator
Dr Ian Murphy
Education Development Officer
Dr Paul Foran
Professor Anthony Ryan
Trainee Representative
Dr Doug Mulholland
Trainee Representative
Dr Marie Bambrick
Dr Julie O’Brien
Dr Clare Faul
Dr Jeffrey McCann
Dr Gabrielle Colleran
Dr James McGarry
Dr Pierre Thirion
Dr Nina Marshall
Dr Marie Staunton
Dr Ruth Dunne
Dr Mark Knox
Professor Carmel Cronin
Dr Tim Scanlon
Dr Susannah Harte
Dr Emily Ward
Dr Geraldine O’Reilly
Dr Gormlaith Hargaden
Dr Ian Crosbie
Ex Officio

Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists

FELLOWSHIP ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Chair
Co-Chair
Nat Training Co-ordinator (Diag)
Education Development Officer

Dr Rachel Ennis
Professor Michael Lee
Dr Ian Murphy
Dr Paul Foran 				
Dr Pierre Thirion
Dr Moya Cunningham
Dr Nazmy ElBeltagi
Dr Tim Scanlon
Professor Anthony Ryan
Dr Cormac Small
Dr Michael Brassil
Dr Cormac Small

Trainee Rep

Dr Catriona Logan			

Ex Officio

Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists
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MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
2018-2019
SCIENTIFIC & RESEARCH COMMITTEE
Chair
Dr Peter Ball
Dr Julie O’Brien		
Dr Rachel Ennis 		
Professor Michael Lee		
Professor Peter McCarthy (Former Dean		
Dr OJ O’Connor		
Dr Mark Elliott		
Dr Joan Heneghan		
Dr Carol McGibney		
Dr James Clarke		
Dr Seamus Looby		
Dr Peter Beddy		
Professor Anthony Ryan 		
Dr Conor Shortt		
Dr Dearbhail O’Driscoll		
Dr Gabrielle Colleran		
Dr James Meaney		
Professor Michael Maher		
Dr Clare Faul				
Dr Jonathan Dodd		
Professor Stephen Eustace		
Professor William Torreggiani		
Trainee Representative
Dr Emma Tong
Trainee Representative
Dr Colin O’Rourke
Ex Officio

Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists

PCS & QUALITY COMMITTEE
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Trainee Representative
RCPI
RCPI

Professor Anthony Ryan
Dr Joan Heneghan
Dr Marie Staunton
Ms Kayla Grant
Dr Ann Foran
Ms Caitriona McGrath
Ms Joanne Swierczyuske

Ex Officio
				
				
				

Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Chair & Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists
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MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
2018-2019
RADIATION ONCOLOGY COMMITTEE
Chair
Vice-Chair
National Training Coordinator

Dr Pierre Thirion
Dr Carol McGibney
Dr Nazmy ElBeltagi
Dr Moya Cunningham
Dr Charles Gillham
Dr Jennifer Gilmore
Dr Joseph Martin
Dr Orla McArdle
Dr Cormac Small
Professor Anthony Ryan
Dr Fred Vernimmen
Dr Sinead Brennan
Dr Aileen Flavin
Dr Paul Kelly

Trainee Rep

Dr Teresa Dinizulu

Ex Officio

Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Chair & Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Chair

Trainee Rep
Ex Officio

Dr David McInerney
Dr James Masterson
Dr Niall Murphy
Professor Dermot Malone
Dr Jerry Kelleher
Professor Éamann Breatnach
Professor Anthony Ryan
Dr Eoin O’Malley
Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Chair & Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists

		
RADIATION PROTECTION COMMITTEE
Professor Paddy Gilligan
Dr Stephanie Ryan
Dr Neil O’Donovan
Dr David Fitzpatrick
Dr OJ O’Connor
Dr Rachel Ennis
Professor Anthony Ryan
Dr Declan Sheppard

49

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
2018-2019
Trainee Representative
Trainee Representative

Dr Alexandra Murphy
Dr Stephen Murphy

Ex Officio

Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Chair & Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty Radiologists

				
TRAINEE SUB COMMITTEE
Chair
Co-Chair

Dr Doug Mulholland
Dr Colin O’Rourke
Dr Alexandra Murphy
Dr Eoin O’Malley
Dr Emma Tong
Dr Ann Foran
Dr Catriona Logan
Dr Julianne O’Shea
Dr Geraldine Murphy
Dr Amy O’Brien
Dr Marie Bambrick
Dr Stephen Murphy
Dr Jennifer Hennebry
Dr Steven Dolan
Dr Stephen Liddy
Dr James Ryan
Dr Michael Brassil
			
Ex Officio
Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Chair & Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
				
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty Radiologists
MAC & FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Trainee Representative
RCSI Finance
RCSI Finance
Ex Officio

			

50

Prof Dermot Malone
Dr Rachel Ennis
Professor Michael Lee
Professor Anthony Ryan
Dr Jennifer Hennebry
Mr Barry McGowan
Ms Rosemarie Cullen
Dr Niall Sheehy, Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Patricia Cunningham, Vice Dean, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr John Feeney, Chair & Honorary Treasurer, Faculty of Radiologists
Dr Peter Kavanagh, Honorary Secretary, Faculty of Radiologists
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FACULTY EXAMINERS FOR DIAGNOSTICS &
THERAPY DURING 2018/2019
The Faculty exams continue to be organised and managed in an exemplary manner. Credit and thanks is due
to all our examiners:
Part 1 FFR RCSI (Diagnosis)
Dr Ciaran Johnston
Dr Josephine Barry
Dr Conor Shortt
Dr Alan O’Hare
Dr Neil O’Donovan
Dr Ronan Killeen
Dr Sean Cournane
Dr Huw Roach			
Dr Liam McKnight			

Extern
Extern

Part 2 FFR RCSI (Diagnosis)
Dr Eric Heffernan
Dr Michael Farrell
Professor Michael Maher
Dr Clare Brenner
Dr Ronan McDermott			
Matthew Bull 			
Extern
John Lawson			Extern
Part 2 FFR RCSI (Therapy)
Dr. Charles Gillham
Dr Lorraine Walsh			
Dr Jolyne O’Hare			
Dr Richard Benson			

Extern
Extern

Examination Results for 2018/2019
Twenty candidates were successful in the Final Fellowship Examination in Radiodiagnosis (FFRRCSI),
Dublin - November 2018.
Two doctors became Fellows by Ad Eundem in November 2018.
Final Fellowship Examination in Radiodiagnosis (FFRRCSI), Kuwait - November 2018 – No Exam held.
Twenty six candidates were successful in the Primary Fellowship Examination Radiodiagnosis (FFRRCSI)
Dublin - May 2019
Nine candidates Primary Fellowship Examination in Radiodiagnosis – Kuwait May 2019
Four candidates were successful in the Final Fellowship Examination in Radiodiagnosis (FFRRCSI) Dublin
April 2019.
Three candidates were successful in the Final Fellowship Examination in Radiotherapy
(FFRRCSI) Dublin May 2019.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2019–2020
Faculty of Radiologists
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland,
123 St. Stephens Green, Dublin 2
Tel: 402 2139
email: radiology@ rcsi.ie
Fax: 402 2466			
website: radiology.ie

2019
Diagnostic Primary			
SBA Workshop			
Diagnostic Part 2 A			
ASM				
Forum Careers Day			
Train the Trainers			
Rad Onc Part 2			
Diagnostic Part 2B			
RSNA				

2nd & 3rd September 2019
9th & 10th September 2019
16th September 2019
25th to 27th September 2019
5th October 2019 Dublin Castle
21st & 22nd October 2019
7th & 8th November 2019
13th November 2019
1st to 6th December 2019, Chicago USA

IMRIM
		
IR Skills Day
Diagnostic Part 2A
ECR
		
Diagnostic Part 2B
Spring Meeting
Final Therapy 2B 		
Diagnostic Primary
		
ESGAR
Neuro Meeting
		
Emergency Medicine Course
SpR Assessments
SpR Assessments
SCCT
		
Diagnostic Part 2 A
Diagnostic Primary
		
ASM
ISSR
		
Train the Trainers
Final Therapy 2B
Diagnostic Part 2B
RSNA
		

18th January 2020 Lyrath Estate Hotel
23rd January 2020
21st February 2020
11th to 15th 2020 March, Vienna, Austria
6th April 2020
22nd to 25th April 2020, Farnham Estate, Cavan
TBC 30th April to 1st May 2020
7th & 8th May 2020
19th to 22nd May 2020 Amsterdam, Holland
21st & 22nd May 2020, Merchant Hotel Belfast
5th June 2020, Cork
5th June 2020, Cork
11th & 25th June 2020
16th to 19th July 2020, Seattle
11th September 2020
14th & 15th September 2020
23rd to 25th September 2020, RCSI
7th to 9th October, Barcelona, Spain
19th & 20th October 2020
TBC 5th & 6th November 2020
18th to 20th November 2020
29th November to 4th December Chicago

2020
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DEANS OF
THE FACULTY OF RADIOLOGISTS
2018 - 2020		

Dr Niall Sheehy

2016 - 2018

Professor Max F. Ryan

2014 - 2016		

Professor Dermot E. Malone

2012 - 2014		

Dr Barry Kelly

2010 - 2012		

Dr Adrian Brady

2008 - 2010		

Professor Risteárd Ó Laoide

2006 - 2008		

Professor Peter McCarthy

2004 - 2006		

Dr Éamann Breatnach

2002 - 2004		

Dr David Mc Inerney

2000 - 2002		

Dr Lynn Johnston

1998 - 2000		

Dr James Masterson

1996 - 1998		

Dr John Anthony O’Dwyer

1994 - 1996		

Professor Donal MacErlaine

1992 - 1994		

Dr Gerard Hurley

1989 - 1992		

Dr Michael Daly

1987 - 1989		

Dr Michael O’Halloran

1985 - 1987		

Dr James Carr

1983 - 1985		

Dr Noel O’Connell

1981 - 1983		

Dr Patrick McCann

1979 - 1981		

Professor Maximilian Ryan

1977 - 1979		

Dr Owen Cole

1975 - 1977		

Dr Dermot Cantwell

1973 - 1975		

Dr Donal O’Sullivan

1970 - 1973		

Dr William McHugh

1967 - 1970		

Dr Oliver Chance

1964 - 1967		

Dr Sylvester Boland

1961 - 1964		

Dr Desmond Riordan
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Faculty of Radiologists Annual Scientific Meeting 2018
We
Wewould
wouldlike
liketotothank
thankour
ourSponsors
Sponsors
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RCSI Faculty of Radiologists
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
Coláiste Ríoga na Máinleá in Eireann
123 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2
Tel: +353 1 402 2139
Email: radiology@rcsi.ie
www.radiology.ie
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